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JANUARY MEETING FROM THE VEST OF THE

ALAN PETRUCCI FISHING SMALL  PRESIDENT REMINDERI!!!

PLEASE RETURN YOUR
BOOK
TO OUR LIBRARY!

My student from the Naugatuck Railroad Museum Alex
Ron Dunlevy & J()hn Springer Il1aki1]g the 1)est of the Neisloss ﬁshil'lg the NZlngHtlle with a ﬂ\ for the first time,

worst winter, ice fishing size 6 woolly bugger




From the vest of the President

“Basically, everything works out well in the end
if you just fish enough.”

John Gierach

Once again John Gierach has expressed homespun wit
with a few simple words. We should all heed those
words, especially this time of year when both our local
freshwater and salt water fly fishing opportunities are
ramping up. | really want to encourage those of you
who are new to fly fishing to just get out there and ac-
crue some experience on the water. That’s essential to
learning to fly fish. Even if you go alone, you’ll learn a
lot, and you’ll probably experience some peaceful reflec-
tions too. Just be extra careful whenever you fish alone.
Let someone know where you’ll be, and put your cell

phone in a waterproof container.

| know we have a lot of new fly fishers among us because
our Beginner Fly Fishing Class has 30 students. Educa-
tion Chairman Peter Naples thanks all the CFFA members
that came out to help these students at the casting clinic
last month. We really need more volunteers to help
with the final session Saturday May 9" on the Willi-
mantic River. This is a very large class and some of the
regular helpers are unable to make the date. Please
phone Peter at 860-620-2317 to let him know if you can
assist that morning. It's important that you contact Pe-
ter so he can keep you informed of any schedule chang-
es and of the new location to meet up with the group.

Both state operated rest stops along the Willimantic
River Trout Management Area are completely closed
for repair. You don’t need to be an expert to assist
these beginners, you just some experience and a willing-
ness to help. Sharing your enjoyment of fly fishing with
others is the best way to increase your own enjoyment
of fly fishing.

~ Speaking of May 9", that’s also Free Fishing Day in Con-

necticut. Anyone can fish our inland and marine waters
without a license for that one day and no registration is
required. There are two other days this year when any-

| one can fish for free, but you must register with DEEP

Fisheries for free fishing on those additional days — see
the 2015 Anglers Guide or contact DEEP Fisheries for
free registration details. Also new this year is half-price
fishing licenses for 16 and 17 year-olds. | hope CFFA

A members use these opportunities to encourage others

to participate in the sport we love.

Thanks to all of you who contacted Connecticut legisla-
tors about the proposal to close Kensington Hatchery.
There has been no official action on this yet. The Appro-
priations Committee has missed two deadlines for deal-
ing with this issue, and have now taken the discussion
behind closed doors along with many other budget con-
cerns. If the committee eventually votes to keep funding
Kensington, it will then require approval by the General
Assembly, so continuing to remind your own local reps
of your support for Kensington can only help.

Our May 13" monthly meeting features a presentation
on fishing local small streams by Alan Petrucci, who
hosts an excellent online blog named Small Stream Re-
flections. This will be our last monthly meeting until
September, so please make sure your club dues are
paid and that any books borrowed from the Goldman
Library are returned. Thanks to all of you for helping
CFFA to have another great season!

><<)))*> Bruce
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IF you don't think its important to have new people
learn about fly fishing, take a look around the meeting
room, any of them and I go to them in other states as
well as Connecticut. Were getting older and who do
you think when they want to close our hatchery’s or
build a copper mine on one of the last places we have
big runs of salmon and now our wonderful govern-
ment wants to put OUR national forest in the hands of
local states ( what do you think will happen when they
need money to help out the special American’s who
don't work and live off of those that do?) remember
were up to 48% in America getting something from
the government. Just who do you think will fight for
what is left? It won't be the fishermen who buys a li-
cense and fishes 2 weeks and puts his pole away. It
will be the sport fisher who is more involved, who be-
sides the sport fisher who goes to fishing shows, ties
flies and perhaps reads about fishing during winter
and gets a newsletter and perhaps fishing magazines
and shows up at a meeting will write a letter or make
a call to let local politicians know their thoughts? Give
that some thought when you see some young person
make a bad cast or fish the wrong water and you
laugh to yourself about it because you know more.
That person you help might be the person who gets so
excited about fly fishing, he or she will give up some
time to fight for what we all love.

A little side note about hatchery’s. Ct. wants to shut
down our only hatchery with pure water instead of
putting some money into it to just keep it going. Per-
haps you don’t think that’s important because Atlantic
Salmon did not come back. You all know how many
advancements in medicine you have seen, I would
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Alex Neisloss, first trout landed on a fly. I've been
teaching Rids for about 25 years; it’s very rewarding

think that in time just maybe they will figure out how
to save what’s left or the Atlantic Salmon and if they
do and Kensington is gone and sold off we will lose
the pure water and the land, it will never be back. And
if you don't think pure water is important you may
notice the fish seem a bit smaller this year. Most of all
the trout you fish for come from Quinebaug and I
THINK they are having problems with the water. Only
money will fix it and it will take noise to make that
happen. North Carolina is building another hatchery I
was told while I fished there, that’s forward thinking.
They are also stocking some new water where some
fellows opened a fly shop this past fall. You will see
some more pictures as well as another story about
this past April when I fished there. I checked airfare’s
to Montana $900 to go at the end of June. You can
drive to our southern states in a day or two depend-
ing how much you want to push it. Plenty of free ac-
cess, lots of good books written about it, they have
Delayed Harvest waters in several states. They load
them up with fish in October and its C&R till June.
Think about what we have. Oh and one more thing,
there are many out of state license plates along the
river, big money coming into the general fund for
those southern states. Ct. could also.

On Saturday May 9th Helpers Needed for Wil-
li River Class at new location - call Peter Na-
ples 860-620-2317 and Kevin Fuller will need
a few people to help with the students from
ASD on May 19th kevinfuller27@comcast.net



2015 CLASS REUNION BY JOHN SPRINGER

Funny how things work out sometimes for you. My wife’s
class reunion is this year and you know how it goes, peo-
ple in charge send out messages looking for class mates
to let them know about this and questions are asked.
Like what are you doing now and where do you live.
Well it turns out one of Sandy’s class mates is now a fly
fishing guide on several of the rivers | fish in and around
Cherokee North Carolina. Sandy contacted Eddie and
said we were going to be there and how much | loved to
fly fish that area and so | got to meet Eddie Hudon and
his son Ray and spend a day on the Raven Fork fishing,
telling stories and chiding each other all day. Eddy left
me alone but we could see each other and when fishing
slowed down for me, he invited me to fish his spot. Since
he has been fishing these waters for 10 years he knows
them very well, all his flies are tied by an old timer who
fished them all his life. His flies work very well | could not
help but realize Eddie’s a smart guy for doing this. A bit
more about this later. They had last stocked this part of
the river last fall so the fish now in the water for 5
months were much more difficult to catch and were not
eating the fly called the “Brain”, no this was like fishing
for wild fish out west only closer to home and much
cheaper. My cost for 3 days of fishing the C&R water at
Cherokee was $52, well worth the price. Ray kicked back
and watched us and added comments but was tired from
driving 14 hours; he played the gille for us each time we
got a big fish. As always happens for some reason our
conversation got around to food, | said how | had not had
much good ltalian food since | left Connecticut, Eddie the
perfect host said “lI know a place, it’s called Frankie’s”
and so we went later with our wives. Wonderful way to
end the day. It rained hard that night and so the water
came up and turned to chocolate, Eddie is hard core like
myself and so we went. My expectations were not high
looking over the bridge at the water; the only bright side
was not many people were fishing. What | have found
fishing these conditions was to use San Juan worms, at
the fly fishing show in New Jersey | was introduced to
some new material to make a rubber worm. So | said |
was going to try it, Eddie said good choice. They work! A
local fly from down that area is the “Mop” | had used it

last fall but caught nothing with it, Eddie said to try it out
now it was a great fly, he had them himself. They
worked. They are still experimenting with this material
down there but it holds promise, and it's from a mop!
Like many rivers, golden stone flies work and with the
dirty high water Eddie gave me one of his to use, it took
my best fish. He also told me exactly where to fish, noth-
ing like local knowledge. During the week | was there we
also fished the Nantahala River and the Tuckaseggee
river’s, again Eddie showed me the best places to fish
and since the both rivers had been stocked hard as it was
the opening of the season we got many fish. But if you
hunted you found the hold overs from last October’s
stocking. They are way ahead of us in the south as they
have what is called “Delayed Harvest Waters” they fill
the river with fish in late fall and it is no kill till June the
following year when the water gets warm. Since there
are so many out of state cars parked along the river it
must work for the state coffers. They are even building a
new hatchery in North Carolina to keep the fishermen
happy where as Connecticut wants to close one and our
fish are getting smaller. If some really great fishing that
starts very early compared to the Northeast and also re-
member it gets cool down there later interests you check
out these rivers and | would strongly recommend Eddie
as a guide for a day he could show you more in a day
than would take you many trips to learn on your own,
that really goes for any new place you go to. http://
bluechipflyfishing.com/ it took me awhile to figure that
out. If you go check out the mom and pop hotels in Whit-
er N.C. they are cheaper than in Cherokee. Lots of cheap
places to eat. The local fly shop is called River’s edge. Al-
so in Bryson City very close by is another fly shop and
starting this fall the Tuckaseggee River in that town will
be stocked with 5,000 fish to see how it works out so
fishermen have even more waters to visit. There is much
more to do in Bryson city also if you want or need more.
I'm very lucky to have met my wife and the 3 days |
fished with her old school mate, well it was another bo-
nus in my life. Eddie and another red neck friend will be
fishing the Missouri with me, their first time there. I'm
looking forward to showing them the way.



http://bluechipflyfishing.com/
http://bluechipflyfishing.com/

Larry Goulet, who is he? The game warden who
made dam sure the Salmon river was well stocked
and always tried to get the fish stocked in area’s
that were a benefit to anglers. He helped me land
a fish when I had a reel problem on this day.

Larry giving Ron Dunlevy some instructions on
how to play and land a fish.

Fish Porn from spring of 2015 take some

pictures for me and | will put them in!

Ct. has man wild trout streams, the fish are not ig as
a rule, but they are beautiful and they grow in places
that you will find very peaceful to visit.




Ostrich and Woodcock
wet fly

hook #12 w/f
body natural ostrich herl
hackle woodcock

Board of Directors

President ¢ Bruce Rich Banquet Chairman e Kurt Jagielow
(c) 860-450-6390 (e) ergopro@comcast.net Conservation Chairman e Ed Mitchell
Activities VP e Bob Winot Education Chairman e Peter Naples 860-620-2317

Environment VP e THIS POSITION IS OPEN WE NEED SOME Indoor Facilities Chairman. ¢ Denise Dauray

HELP PLEASE CALL BRUCE ABOUT THIS Legislative Chairman e Vin Ringrose (h) 860-828-4642

Promotions VP ¢ Richard Gaudreau: Membership Chairman e Phil McCormick

(h) 860-745-0548 (e) readfrl@cox.net (h) 860-871-8703

Recording Secretary e Phil McCormick (h) 860-871-8703 Newsletter Chairman s John Springer

Legal Secretary e Mark Barbieri (h) 860-623-8187 (h) 860-510-2383 (e) cffa@comcast.net

Treasurer ¢ Chuck Koteen Program Chairman ¢ Roger Plourde

Advisory Board e Gary Bogli (h) 860-858-5633 (h) 860-747-4297 (w) 860-747-3324

Advisory Board e Ray Riley (h) 860-721-0547 Publicity Chairman— Dan Price

Advisory Board e John Baracchi

YOUR club needs one of you to come forward to fill one open Position . Perhaps you have a few hours a month,

As you already know some of us give many hours each month so everyone can enjoy themselves. And if you

think your busy so are we but we enjoy doing this how about giving it a try? Bruce is waiting to hear from 1

member to be our Environment VP Chairman please consider stepping up to give this a try. There is a reason you

see the same names on the board, they enjoy it.




WILLINGTON
PIZZA
T00

Route 74 Phelps Crossing
Willington, Connecticut

W
(860) 429-9030

www.willingtonpizza.com
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Captain Mark Dysinger

Flosop,

T 860-452-4154
58 Long Island Sound Flyfishing

hstalker@comcast.net
: www.flyosophy.com

Our advertisers exist to provide you with excel-
lent products and services and they do need your
support. Mention that you are with CFFA, they
do appreciate the feedback and patronage from
club members. Plus they are an excellent source
for information on gear, tackle, fishing tips, and

current conditions.

backcast@MillRiverFlyRods.com

MILL RIVER FLY RODS

www.MillRiverFlyRods.com

Lynn and Bill Lanzoni

(203)-506-6600

OFFICIAL MEMBER OF TROUT UNLIMITED'S
Outfitters, Guides & Business Members Program

. Tlderunner Charter .

24

Saftwater Fly, Spin & Drift Fishing N\ —
Stripers, Blues, False Albacore, Bonito\&w

Pine Island Marina ...
Groton, CT 06340z
(413) 427- 11’( ]

www.tiderunnercha r et
mduclos@tiderunnerchart

\\\\\lll"l,,/ Providing Professional
et foo X Home Inspection Services
InMA&CT

’llmn\\\\‘

MEMBER

East Coast Home Inspections, LLC
MARK ROY
Home Inspector of the Year

(860) 763-4030
(800) 263-2267
www.eastcoastinspect.com

P.O. Box 558
Enfield, CT 06083

e-mail: mark_roy@sbcglobal.net
By Appointment:
(860) 747-3324

B Cedar House

Looking to buy Fly Fishing Tackle, Tying Materials,
Firearms and related items. Custom Framing

| have some very nice used rods and reels for sale.

146 New Britain Ave (Rt. 372)
Rear Building
Plainville, CT 06062

Roger Plourde

UpCountry Sportfishing

352 Main Street, P.O. Box 44 » Pine Meadow, CT 06061
Phone: (860) 379-1952
www.FarmingtonRiver.com
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The Newsletter of The Connecticut Fly Fisherman’s Association

If you fish the Shetucket River you will be inter-
ested in this. The power company operating the
Scotland Dam is not living up to the new agree-
ment and so fishing has suffered a great deal.
The water last fall went up and down sometimes
6 times a day. Fish have high water lies and low
water lies, fishing was not good. I have been on
top of this since November working with some
members of Thames Valley TU. Bill Hyatt from
DEEP called me and sent me a 8 page document
to read. DEEP is going after this issue aggres-
sively. It will depend on if the power company
wants to go to court or live up to the agreement
as to how long it will take. We spoke about the
size of the fish, again this year and money is
what is needed but they do have plans for im-
provements at the Quinebaugh hatchery. Its be-
cause of a shortage of water so a recycling sys-
tem and water cleaning system will be installed.
This is very badly needed.

@onnecticut
Fly Fisherman's Association

P.O. Box 380268
East Hartford, CT 06138

FEDERATION OF
FLY FISHERS

SAVE THE DATE
Last Monthly meeting until
September 9th

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sat. May 9th

Helpers Needed for Willi River Class at new location -
call Peter Naples 860-620-2317

Wed. May 13th
Monthly Meeting 7pm at the Clubhouse -
Fishing Small Streams by Alan Petrucci



