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“A lmos t  ever ybody tha t 
ever  we t  a  l ine  has  a 
f ishing  s to r y  to  t e l l .”

Char l ie  P lace
1947 -  2012
Char l ie  was  te l l ing  me 

f ishing  s to r ies  the  las t  t ime 
I  saw him,  a  few weeks 
be fore  he  passed away on 
Apr i l  1s t.   Tha t  evening  I 
t rave l l ed  to  Canada,  Maine 
and Montana through his 

words.   Whether  spoken 
or  wr i t t en,  Char l ie’s  casua l 
s t y le  o f  s to r y te l l ing  a lways 
made me imagine  tha t  I  was 
the re  as  the  s to r y  unfo lded.   
Char l ie’s  wr i t ing  contained 
the  same homespun wi t, 
wisdom and humor  tha t 
cou ld  be  fe l t  whenever  you 
were  in  his  p resence.   His 
wr i t ing  appeared many 
t imes  in  th is  news le t t e r 

and on  CFFA’s  websi t e.  
He  wro te  fo r  On the  Water 
Magazine  fo r  e igh t  years, 
and this  month’s  edi t ion 
contains  a  remembrance 
o f  Char l ie  by  Edi to r  Gene 
Bourque  on  page s ix.   The 
Announcement s  Forum on 
CFFA’s  websi t e  contains 
l inks  to  some of  his  s to r ies 
tha t  were  pub l ished by 
tha t  magazine  and by 
Fly  Angle rs  Onl ine.   The 
fo rum a lso  has  in fo rmat ion 
abou t  t he  Char les  P lace 

From The Vest Of The President

2



3

May MeetingVest

The  Connec t i cu t  F l y 
F i she rman’s  As soc ia t ion 
w i l l  p re sen t  a  f l y  f i sh ing 
p rogram on  Wednesday, 
May  9,  2012  a t  t he 
Ve t e ran’s  Memor ia l 
C lubhouse,  100  Sunse t 
R idge,  Eas t  Har t f o rd,  CT., 
a t  7:00  pm

This  mon t h’s  p rogram 
wi l l  b e  Wei rd  Wea the r  and 
Trou t .  I t  w i l l  b e  p re sen t ed 
by  Nea l  Hags t rom.  Wha t 
has  t he  mi l d  w in t e r  and  d r y 
sp r ing  done  t o  t rou t  f i sh ing 
in  Connec t i cu t ?   Wha t 
can  we  expec t  l ook ing 
f o r ward?  Nea l  g rew  up 
on  t he  New Hampshi re 
Coas t .  He   ea rned  a  B.S. 
in  B io logy  f rom  UConn  a 
Mas t e r s  in  F i she r ie s  and 
A l l i ed  Aquacu l t u re  f rom 
Aubu rn  Unive r s i t y.  Nea l 
wo rked  in  t he  Ca l i f o rn ia 
Dese r t s  f o r  5  yea rs  f o r 
t he  Impe r ia l  I r r iga t ion 
D is t r i c t  a s  pa r t  o f  a 
mu l t id i s c ip l ina r y   s t udy 
t eam.  Worked  on  aqua t i c 
weed  con t ro l   u s ing  g ras s 
ca rp.   Des igned  and  bu i l d 
a  p roduc t ion  ha t che r y  f o r 
p roduc ing  gras s  carp  a t  t he 
I r r iga t ion  D is t r i c t .  S t a r t ed 
w i t h  t he  Connec t i cu t  DEP 
in  1988  work ing  as  l ead 
b io log is t  on  t he  s t a t e  w ide 
s t ream su r vey  p ro je c t .

Admis s ion  t o  ou r  mon th l y 
c l ub  mee t ings  i s  f re e,  and 
as  a lways  t he  pub l i c  i s 
i nv i t e d  t o  a t t e nd.

Fo r  mo re  in f o rma t ion 
and  d i re c t i on s  t o  t h e 
mee t i ng  o r  v i s i t  t h e  CFFA 
webs i t e  a t  w w w.c t f l y f i s h .
o rg

Outdoorsman Award 
es tab l ished in  Char l ie’s 
memor y  by  his  fami ly, 
and seeded wi th  an  ini t ia l 
dona t ion  f rom CFFA and 
our  members.  

Char l ie  f i rs t  asked me to 
consider  being  pres ident 
o f  CFFA t wo years  be fore 
I  agreed to  do  i t .   My 
decis ion  was  inspired  by  his 
guidance,  his  example  and 
his  la id - back  perspec t ive.  
He  promised  I  wou ld  have 
his  comple te  suppor t  and 
he  more  than  fu l f i l l ed  tha t 
p romise,  o f t en  in  ways 
I  never  expec ted.   My 
personal  t r ibu te  to  Char l ie 
is  t ha t  I ’m a  be t t e r  person 
fo r  hav ing  known him.  

Char l ie’s  pass ing  is  a 
t remendous  loss  to  CFFA.  
He  is  one  o f  our  c lub’s 
a l l - t ime  grea tes t  members 
and pas t  p res ident s.   He 
was  a  t rue  gent leman and 
a  grea t  f l y  f isher,  bu t  as 
John  Baracchi  poin t s  ou t, 

“He was  never  f lashy,  he 
was  never  fancy,  he  was 
jus t  Good

Ole  Char l ie”.   His 
generous  shar ing  o f  f l y 
f ishing  wi th  ever yone,  and 
his  unse l f ish  devo t ion  to 
our  c lub,  symbol izes  what 
CFFA is  a l l  abou t.   Tha t ’s 
wha t  Le f t y  Kreh  saw in 
Char l ie  when they  f i rs t  me t, 
and as  Ted  Rzepsk i  has 
said  o f  t he  f r iendship  tha t 
deve loped be t ween those 
t wo,  “Somet imes  i t  takes 
an  ou t s ider  to  recognize 
how specia l  someone is”. 

Char l ie  was  a  specia l 
person,  a  specia l  c lub 
member  and a  ver y  specia l 
f r iend  to  many  o f  us.   He 
leaves  a  legacy  o f  many 
peop le  fo rever  touched by 
his  spir i t  and o f  a  c lub  tha t 
wi l l  a lways  be  gra te fu l  to 
ca l l  h im one  o f  our  own.  

Char l ie  o f t en 
par t ic ipa ted  in  CFFA’s 
c lasses,  and our  cur ren t 
Fl y  Fishing  Class  has  14 
eager  beginners  inc luding 



NEXT BOARD MEETING MAY 2th
NEXT CLUB MEETING MAY 9th

Coming Events:
May 9th CFFA Meeting -  DEEP Fisheries 

Manager Neal  Hagst rom on “Weird 
Weather  & Trout”.

May 12th -  Free Fishing Day in CT
June 9th -  Fishing Derby at  River f ront 

Park in  Har t ford 9:00am -  noon
June 13th -  A Spor t ing Chance for  Youth 

Day at  River f ront  Park in  Har t ford 5:00pm 
-  7:00pm

 

Coming EventsVest
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t h ree  k ids  and three  women.   B i l l  Keis te r 
l ed  the  cas t ing  lesson  on  Apr i l  14th  wi th 
he lp  f rom Ky le  Dauray,  Gordon Tedford, 
Phi l  McCormick,  Pau l  Edberg  and Gar y 
S te inmi l l e r.  

The  f l y  t y ing  and f ishing  program a t 
t he  Amer ican  Schoo l  fo r  t he  Deaf  in  Wes t 
Har t fo rd  is  comple t ing  i t s  18th  year  wi th 
abou t  a  dozen  teenaged s tudent s  ready 
to  use  the ir  f l ie s  a t  t he  f ishing  picnic 
ou t ing.   This  year ’s  p rogram was  made 
poss ib le  by  the  cont r ibu t ions  o f  CFFA 
members  Kev in  Fu l l e r,  John  Spr inger, 
Dom Larosa,  Ted  Rzepsk i,  Gordon 
Tedford,  Phi l  McCormick,  Jona than  & 
Sco t t  Go ldman,  Richard  Gi l l igan  and 
Jon  Hayhow.   

I f  you  are  think ing  o f  in t roducing 
someone to  f ishing,  remember  tha t  May 
12th  is  Free  Fishing  Day s ta tewide  and 
ever yone  can  f ish  tha t  day  in  Connec t icu t 
wi thou t  a  f ishing  l icense.  This  is  a  grea t 
oppor tuni t y  fo r  f r iends  and fami l ies  to 
f ish  wi th  the i r  chi ld ren  and enjoy  the 
exper ience  o f  being  ou tdoors  toge ther.  

CFFA wi l l  par t ic ipa te  in  “A Spor t ing 
Chance  fo r  You th  Day”  on  Sa turday  June 
9 th  f rom 9:00am t i l l  noon  a t  Rive r f ron t 
Park  in  Har t fo rd.   We wi l l  be  back  a t 
Rive r f ron t  Park  fo r  a  Fishing  Derby  a t 
5:00pm on Wednesday  June  13th  as 
par t  o f  Fa therhood Week  sponsored  by 
The  Vi l lage  fo r  Fami l ies  and Chi ldren.  
CFFA may a lso  par t ic ipa te  in  a  f ishing 
event  fo r  k ids  a t  TPC Rive r  High lands 
dur ing  this  year ’s  GHO.  Contac t  me i f 
you  are  in te res ted  in  he lping  wi th  any  o f 
t hese  wor thy  event s.

Our  nex t  mee t ing  is  May 9 th  fea tur ing 
DEEP  Fisher ies  B io logis t  Neal  Hags t rom’s 
p rogram on  “Weird  Weather  and Trou t”.  
Neal  wi l l  a l so  touch  upon the  e f f ec t s 
o f  t h is  unusua l  wea ther  on  sa l t wa te r 
f ishing.   This  wi l l  be  our  las t  mee t ing 
un t i l  Sep tember,  so  I  wish  you  a l l  a 
p leasant  and sa fe  summer.   

><<)))*>     B ruce



Catch of The Month

This “Catch of the Month” was submitted by Ted 
Rzepski. This Barbie was not quite a keeper but was 
safely released to be caught another day. If you have a 
photo of the great fish you have caught, please send it 
to the Editor at: todd.gorman@mac.com

Board of Directors

President • Bruce Rich (c) 860-450-6390 (e) ergopro@comcast.net
Activities VP • Bob Winot
Environment VP • Stan Calabrese: (h) 569-2923
Promotions VP • Richard Gaudreau: (h) 860-745-0548 (e) readfr1@cox.net
Recording Secretary • Phil McCormick (h) 871-8703
Legal Secretary • Mark Barbieri (h) 623-8187
Treasurer • Paul Edberg
Advisory Board • Gary Bogli (h) 649-4227
Advisory Board • Charles Place (h) 623-9912 (w) 704-7888
Advisory Board • Ray Riley (h) 721-0547
Advisory Board • John Baracchi
Banquet Chairman • Kurt Jagielow
Conservation Chairman • Ed Mitchell
Education Chairman • Rich Gilligan (h) 860-839-2070
Indoor Facilities Chairman. • Denise Dauray 
Legislative Chairman • Vin Ringrose (h) 828-4642
Membership Chairman • Phil McCormick (h) 871-8703
Newsletter Chairman • Todd Gorman
Program Chairman • Roger Plourde (h) 747-4297 (w) 747-3324
Publicity Chairman • Open
Webmaster • Nils Christensen 

Dick Wemmell’s Fly Box

Lavender Ghost
Hook: 7X Streamer
Thread: Black  
Body: Pumpkin Uni Stretch
Rib: XS Silver Mylar
Wing: Lavender & Dun Marabou
Beard: White Kip
Eyes: Painted
Fly tied by Dick Wemmell

5



6

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

invites you to its second 
 

Casting for Recovery Day 
 

MAY 5th, 2012 from 12:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

Join us for an afternoon in support of Casting for Recovery (CFR), a national, non –profit organization 
that offers counseling, education, medical information and a fly-fishing experience to women recovering 
from breast cancer. 

 
Spend an afternoon at Farmington’s Winding Trails getting to know the soothing pursuit of fly fishing 
and the art of fly tying.  Wander its picturesque trails and enjoy the scenery. 

 
 
Participate in fly tying and casting demonstrations 

 12:30 – 3:00 p.m. 

Make your bids in a diverse silent auction 
12:30 - 5:30 p.m. 

Indulge in a Texas BBQ from our own Flaggstead 
BBQ: 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

Cost for the BBQ is $50.00 per person 
($20.00 tax deductible), Cash bar 

 
Proceeds from this event will help underwrite the 
opportunity for up to one breast cancer survivors 
treated at UCONN’s Cancer Center to attend the 
2012 CFR retreat. 
 

 
 I/we wish to attend   No. of guests:   

 
 I cannot attend, but wish to make a contribution. 

 
Enclosed is my check in the amount of,  payable to UCHC Auxiliary  

  MasterCard  VISA Discover Card  

 
Card number    Expiration date  

 
 
 

Please respond by April 27, 2012 to: UCHC Auxiliary, c/o Gift Shop, 263 Farmington Ave, 
Farmington, CT  06030 

 

 

 

 

Winding Trails is in 
Farmington on Route 4 

just 2.2 miles west of the 
Route I-84 exit 

  

THE UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT 
 HEALTH CENTER AUXILIARY 



Our advertisers exist to provide you with excellent products and services and they do need your support. 
Mention that you are with CFFA, they do appreciate the feedback and patronage from club members. 
Plus they are an excellent source for information on gear, tackle, fishing tips, and current conditions.

Stitched Concepts
Corporate Apparel

Apparel Embroidery for All Your Company Needs

Ted Koch
27 Naek Rd., Unit 7
P.O. Box 2065
Vernon, CT 06066

Phone 860-872-4455
Fax 860-870-4598
www.stitchedconcepts.com
info@stitchedconcepts.com

Ron Shute
Office: 886.677.4661 • Cell: 860.306.0888
Direct/Fax: 860.735.7461
Ron.Shute@Raveis.com
www.Raveis.com/RonShute
200 West Main Street
Avon, CT 06001 

r a v e i s . c om
"The Best Website in Real Estate"

100,000+ MLS listings updated daily • School reports
Mapping of sold/listed homes • Online home evaluation

Quality for low rates - William Raveis Mortgage and Insurance

MEMBER

Providing Professional
Home Inspection Services

In MA & CT

(860) 763-4030
(800) 263-2267

www.eastcoastinspect.com

P.O. Box 558
Enfield, CT
e-mail: mark_roy@sbcglobal.net

East Coast Home Inspections, LLC
MARK ROY

Home Inspector of the Year

WILLINGTON
PIZZA

TOO
Route 74 Phelps Crossing

Willington, Connecticut

(860) 429-9030
www.willingtonpizza.com
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Cedar House
Looking to buy Fly Fishing Tackle, Tying Materials, 

Firearms and related items. Custom Framing
I have some very nice used rods and reels for sale.

By Appointment:
(860) 747-3324

Roger Plourde
146 New Britain Ave (Rt. 372)

Rear Building
Plainville, CT 06062

664 Buckley Highway
Union, CT 06076
860-684-1575
jtsflyshop@yahoo.com

CFFA Marketplace

MILL RIVER FLY RODS

WWW.MILLRIVERFLYRODS.NET

Quality Fly Fishing Equipment at Great Prices!

P.O. Box 6013
Wallingford, CT 06492
(203) 815-2414
Lynn and Bill Lanzoni



onnecticut
Fly Fisherman's Association Inc.

"To Preserve and Promote the Pleasures and Traditions of Fly Fishing and to Conserve Game Fish Waters"

onnecticut
Fly Fisherman's Association Inc.

P.O. Box 380268
East Hartford, CT 06138

onnecticut
Fly Fisherman's Association Inc.

www.ctf ly fish.org
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