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 I hope all of you and your 
families had a wonderful 
Christmas or holiday and I 
want to wish you all a very 
Happy New Year as well. 

 As you may or may not 
know, this will be my last Vest 
of the President message. I do 
hope that over the past years 
you have read and enjoyed 
my dimwitted opinions and 
comments.

I have decided to step 
down as president of CFFA.  
I have actually accomplished 
everything or at least mostly 
everything that I set out to 
do. Back in 2005 when I took  
the helm  I wanted the club 
to be more “user friendly” 
so to speak, by that I mean 
I wanted us to be more 
receptive to the new members 
and guests that attended our 
meetings. I wanted anyone 
who had never been to a CFFA 
function to feel welcome as I 
was when I joined.  I wanted 
our membership to feel like 
they could approach me or 
the board whenever they 
had a question or concern 

or to just say hello. I tried 
to make each and every one 
of you my friend and I hope 
I accomplished that. I have 
made some wonderful friends 
in CFFA, I have learned a 
whole bunch of fishing tips, 
tricks and secret spots and I 
have even fished with some of 

you and for that I am forever 
grateful. 

 Don’t get me wrong I did 
make my share of mistakes  
but because of the dedication 
and advice of the members 
and board they weren’t a big 
deal and it all came out in the 
wash. 

 I want to thank all of you, 
the members, for your  support 
and kind words during my 
presidency. CFFA has the best 
members in the world and I 
know you will continue to 
support our new president in 
the future as I will. 

I especially want to thank 
my board of directors. I could 
not do anything if not for them, 
Kurt and Roger worked hard 
every year to put on a premier 
expo and banquet, they 
raised money through raffles 
and always  found the best 
presentations and speakers 
for our meetings. Bruce, 
Denise, Stanley, Mary, Lou, 
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Dick, Vinnie, Bob,Ted,Todd, 
Nils, and Phil, I could not have 
done anything without people 
like you behind the scenes 
doing the great job that you 
do and I thank each and every 
one of you from the bottom 
of my heart! To everyone 
that volunteered to work at 
our shows and banquets, I 
couldn’t have done it without 
you, thank you.

The advisory board which 
I will now be a part of, 
your advice and ideas were 
invaluable and I thank the Lord 
that I had your experience to 
turn to when I needed it.  So, 
before I go bonkers and get 
choked up, I just want to say 
thank you to all of you for 
your support, your help, and 
your encouragement. I know 
I will miss being president but 
it’s time to go and it’s time 
for a new face and some 
fresh ideas, so I respectfully 
step down and will be forever 
grateful for you, the members, 
allowing me to serve as 
president of the best fly fishing 
club in the nation second to 
none.  I’m not going anywhere 
and now I will have time to tie 
at meetings and walk around 
and chat and visit with all of 
you which is something that I 
am really looking forward to.

 I would like to offer our 
new president Bruce Rich my 
support and advice and I know 
he will continue to help CFFA  
grow and prosper. I want to 
wish Bruce the best of luck 
and offer any help I can give 
him.  Thank you - - all of you; it 
has been one wonderful ride!  

  I think that by now the 
newsletter mailing problem 
should be resolved and I want 
to thank Todd and Phil and 

Sir Speedy Printers for their 
understanding and for fixing 
the problem.

 Well, my cell phone finally 
died after about 3 years the 
battery died and naturally they 

CFFA Expo/Banquet

The Connecticut Fly 
Fisherman’s Association is 
pleased to announce its 41st. 
Annual Fly Fishing Expo and 
Dinner Banquet on Saturday, 
February 5, 2011. Our 
Honored guest will be Lef ty 
Kreh. The Expo will be open 
from 9am until 3pm. There 
will be many fly- fishing shops 
and  dealers at the Expo along 
with flyfishing programs and 
clinics throughout the day.
 Our evening Banquet 
will begin at 6:00pm with 
cocktails followed by dinner 
at
7:00. Lef ty Kreh will be the 
Banquet speaker. Awards and 
raffle follow dinner. Tickets 
are $40.00 per person. Both 
the Expo and banquet will 
be held at Maneeley’s, 65 
Rye Street, S. Windsor, Ct. 
06074.

Reservations for the 
banquet must be made in 
advance and received no 
later than January 29, 2011. 

Checks need to be made out to 
CFFA. Please include a copy 
of the banquet reservation 
form for your meal choice 
which can be obtained from 
our website or later in the 
newslet ter.

You have a choice of 
Chicken Marsala, Roasted 
Prime Rib of Beef with au jus 
or a Seafood Stuf fed Filet 
of Sole for dinner. A garden 
salad with house dressing, 
penne marinara and dinner 
rolls with but ter are served 
with each meal. Desert is 
warm apple crisp with vanilla 
ice cream. Vegetarian entrees 
are available upon request.

Mail checks and 
reservations to Mike 
Stewart, 215 Loomis Street, 
N. Granby, CT 06060. For 
more information contact 
Mike Stewart at 860 -654-
4288 or 860 -653-4203 or 
go to www.ctflyfish.org and 
click on banquet for more 
information.

don’t make that kind anymore. 
So off to the AT&T store Donna 
and I went, and because we 
didn’t have a contract in place 
we were allowed an upgrade 
so we both ended up with one 



of those iPhone thingy’s. Now 
I’m not sure what texting is, it 
don’t make any sense to me 
why I would write from a phone 
to someone else’s phone. Why 
go through all that effort? 
Why can’t I just call them and 
say what I wanted to say? 
I do like the fact that I can 
check my email and get sports 
scores, weather and news on 
it. I also like the fact that I can 
go online and Google stuff.  
Oh I almost forgot, it’s got a 
pretty awesome camera and 
video cam also. 

 Lou, Steve and I ventured 
down to New Jersey in 
November for the fly tying 
symposium. As usual we got 
to talking and we got lost and 
I had to turn around and go 
back but other than that it 
was a pretty good show and 
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Vest Continued

I chatted with old friends like 
Fishy, Bob Clouser and Bruce 
Marino to name a few. I saw 
our own Roger Plourde, Paul 
Rossman and Mike Stewart 
there tying as well.  I didn’t 
really see any new products 
at the show except for the fish 
skulls, forage flies and forage 
fly tails which have been 
around now for almost a year. 
I use them and I like them.  

 The December meeting 
was packed and we had to 
pull out more chairs, I hope 
you all enjoyed Rich Strolis 
and his fly patterns and also 
his program. 

 Don’t forget to send your 
banquet reservations in early 
I think we just may sell it out 
this time. Also don’t forget to 
renew your dues. 

 The board has decided that 

we will not be attending the 
Northeast hunting and fishing 
show in Hartford this year.   

 John Springer will be 
sponsoring a bus trip to the 
Somerset Fly Fishing show Jan. 
22nd which is a Saturday, I 
believe the cost is $26 and the 
bus leaves from North Haven.  
The details should be in the 
newsletter and on the web 
site as well. For any of you 
that have never been to the 
show in New Jersey you need 
to check it out. It is absolutely 
awesome and I know you will 
enjoy it. I usually spend the 
whole weekend there and I 
can’t wait to go back again. 

 Don’t forget to show up 
early on expo day to give 
Roger a hand setting up, he 
can always use some help and 
I know he will appreciate it. 

 Please give our new 
president Bruce Rich all of 
your support and help. As I 
have said in the past it’s your 
club not mine, not the board’s 
but yours the members so help 
out!

January is pizza and a 
movie night so make sure you 
come hungry, I’m sure Bob 
has picked out a good movie 
as he always does. 

If you have fish or fly pics 
or if you have an article you 
have written send it to Todd 
so he can consider it for the 
newsletter. 

Remember as always to 
support our sponsors, see you 
at the meeting bring a friend. 
Tight Lines: John



5

On Thanksgiving Rob and I headed 
up to Pulaski, N.Y. As usual we started 
to monitor the flow rate of the Salmon 
River as well as the weather for the 
Pulaski region. Earlier in the week 
the flow rate on the Salmon was 
dropped to 350cfs. which made Rob 
very happy. However, the weather 
conditions were not as cooperative 
and as the week went by the predicted 
temperatures were getting colder and 
colder and then the possibility of snow 
flurries was also included.

Just a couple of days before we 
headed out the weather report had 
a, “Lake effect snow watch”. Simply 
put, that means you may, or you may 
not, get a bit more than snow flurries 
in your area.

The day before we left the weather 
prediction had changed and was 
now printed in an ominous red type, 

“Lake effect snow warning.” And 
then another word showed up - wind. 
Interesting, heavier snowfall and 
wind.

We got packed up and headed 
out early Thursday morning. The skies 
here in Ct. were a dark slate grey 
but it was still a pretty ride. As we 
got about 30 miles from Pulaski Rob 
began to notice that the trees were 
starting to sway in the wind. 

Rob looked at me from the corner 
of his eye and said, “See that? That’s 
wind.” I said, “Really? Ya don’t say. It 
doesn’t look so bad,” at the same time 
he was saying, “Swell, just swell.”

Now I will have to admit that during 
the night the wind did start picking 
up. I kept looking over at Rob to see 
if he could hear it and I guess he still 
has pretty good hearing because he 
would simply give me this look, shake 

his head and mutter “Swell, just swell”. 
Each time this happened I just tried to 
stifle my chuckle because I was really 
trying to see the humor of it all. 

You need to understand why I 
thought it was humorous. Rob has 
been to Pulaski. He has been up there 
a couple of times. But each and every 
time he has made the trip the weather 
has always turned south, the water in 
the river rises and he gets the extra 
special steelie treatment of wind, rain, 
snow or some wicked combination 
of all. He has not, to the best of my 
knowledge made the trip when the 
weather was good. 

The next morning we were up 
early and getting dressed in multiple 
layers of fleece when Rob turned on 
the Weather Channel for the Local 
on the 8’s. Man, what a mistake that 
was. 

From Mary’s Blog By Mary Edwards
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Connecticut River Salmon Association
35th Annual Dinner & Raffle/Auction

Mary’s Blog Continued

The satellite map for precipitation 
came on and all you could see over 
Pulaski was green. A big ol’ giant glob 
of dark green. As you all know, the 
darker the green the more rain was 
falling. To confirm what he just saw 
on the television he then proceeded 
to open the door to our room at 
Whitaker’s and looked outside to see 
rain dripping off the porch. 

Swell, just swell.
It was about then that Rob decided 

he was not going to head out for the 
day. Now I don’t blame him, the poor 
guy sees enough bad weather as it is 
because he delivers the mail. When 
it is raining, snowing or whatever he 
has no choice but to go out. But not 
this time. He said no to a soggy day of 
fishing and decided to stay in a nice 
and cozy room where he wrote some 
letters and took a nap. On the other 
hand, I was on a mission. I had a new 
two handed rod (Deercreek 12’6”, 
5/6 wt. early Christmas present!!) 
that I was just dying to try out and I 
really wanted to land a steelie “on the 
swing” while Skagit casting. 

We both walked over to the store 
to meet our guide, Loren Williams 
from flyguysoutfitting.com. Rob broke 
the news to Loren that he wasn’t 
going to go and even though the rain 
had stopped we still couldn’t get him 
to change his mind. So Loren took 
me up to S. Sandy Creek where we 
were pretty much sheltered from the 
wind. The rain never came back but 
we still had some brief snow flurries. 
It did end up being a rather pleasant 
day especially since I lucked out and 
landed three nice fish with my new 
toy. 

That night I tried convincing Rob 
to come out on Saturday, our second 
day of adventure. I wasn’t sure if 
he was going to commit or not until 
morning when he did get all geared 

up to go.
This time Loren took us to the 

Douglason Salmon Run. True, the 
skies were a bit grey and there was 
a slight breeze but it was nothing 
like it had been the day before or 
night. We were all confident that the 
weather was going to cooperate as 
well as the fish. We were set up and 
fishing for about half an hour when 
all of a sudden a wall of wind came 
straight up the river. It really did feel 
like we were getting slammed by 
the wind and I swear, the water was 
getting pushed back upriver. 

We each tried a couple more casts 
but to no avail --duhh!!. By now Loren 
decided it was time to hoof it out and 
head to another spot where perhaps 
the wind wouldn’t be “so bad.” We 
left the “gale force winds” according 
to Rob and headed up the stairs and 
back to the parking lot. Along the 
way out we were passed by another 
angler who commented, “I have 
never fished in a wind that was strong 

enough to push 235 pounds off a flat 
rock in the river.”

Think about it for a minute. That 
was a very accurate description of 
just how hard that wind was. Oh, and 
did I mention that it had also started 
to show? Just enough to sugar coat 
the ground and some trees. 

And Rob? Well, all he could muster 
up was, “Swell, just swell.”

So we drove to another spot and 
walked down to the river. It was a 
really pretty spot and true, it was 
sheltered from the wind. The plan was 
to take turns fishing through this one 
section. So you would think that we 
were set for the rest of the day, right? 
Well, think again. We weren’t down 
there for too long before it started to 
snow. It wasn’t too bad though, until 
the wind found us again. Swell, just 
swell.

I fished a bit more because I am, 
from what I have been told, crazy. 
Rob sat on a log and was content 
watching me attempt some Perry 

Saturday, January 29, 2011
Chowder Pot IV

165 Brainard Road • Hartford, CT 06114
Note Change of Venue From Recent Years

Tickets $40.00 per person
Guest Speaker James Prosek

Talented artist, accomplished author, traveling fly fisherman

Raffle and auction items to include fresh and saltwater tackle 
and equipment, limited edition and original art work, guided 
trips and other items which provide excitement and enjoyment 
throughout an evening of good fellowship.

For Reservations Call: Ed Ruestow at 860 521-1426 or
                                    Jim Carroll at 860 236-5181
Dinner details and a Reservation form can be downloaded 
from our web site at www.ctriversalmon.org
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website at www.ctflyfish.org
Now is the time to purchase 

your tickets for the CFFA’s 
annual expo and banquet. It is 
Saturday, February 5, 2011 · 
6:00pm - 10:30pm at Maneely’s 
, 65 Rye Street, South Windsor, 
CT.

Lefty Kreh is the honored 
guest for our 41st. annual 
banquet. You can fill out a 
dinner reservation from on our 
website: www.ctflyfish.org

Mary Edwards
CFFA Publicity Chairman

January Meeting

Rod Raffles

The Connecticut Fly 
Fisherman’s Association will 
present a fly fishing program 
on Wednesday, Jan., 12, 2011 
at the Veteran’s Memorial 
Clubhouse, 100 Sunset Ridge, 
East Hartford, CT., at 7:00 pm

January is our annual Pizza 
and a Movie Night!

Admission to our monthly club 
meetings is free, and as always 
the public is invited to attend.

For more information and 
directions to the meeting call 
860-747-3324 or visit the CFFA 

Pokes and C-spey casts while Loren 
tried to ignite the sterno to heat up the 
meatballs for lunch.

All the time the wind kept-a-blowing 
and the snow kept-a-fallin’.

I absolutely loved every minute. 
Even with the wind blowing the snow 
sideways and packing my reel. Even 
with Loren telling me to cast closer to 
the other side of the bank to which 
I replied, “Sorry! I can’t hear you. I 
have snow in my ear. And bank??!! 
I can’t see it to cast to!”

Swell, just swell.
I can’t wait for the end of December 

when I go back up for some more 
fishin’ adventures. Gotta wonder, 
what will the weather be like?

Mary’s Blog Continued

Honored banquet speaker, Lefty 
Kreh is donating one of his personal 
rods for raffle by our club. Tickets will 
be sold at the January meeting, at 
the expo and banquet. The drawing 
will be held at the banquet. The rod 
is a TFO TICRX 9’ 4wt 4 pc Lefty has 
signed the rod and given us a letter of 
provenance.

CFFA will also be having a raffle 
for a bamboo rod and reel package. 
The rod is a Highland Mills 7’ 2/2 4 
wt. rod and tube. The reel is a Hardy 
Cascapedia and the line is a Cortland 
Classic 444 Peach DT.

The tickets are $20.00 each and 
only 50 will be sold. Tickets can be 
purchased at the January meeting, at 
the expo and the banquet if any are 
left. Tickets can be purchased by mail 
by sending a check to:

Kurt Jagielow
14 Earl Ave.
Hamden CT 06514.



NEXT BOARD MEETING JAN 5th

Coming Events

2011 CFFA Banquet Reservation Form
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NEXT CLUB MEETING JAN 12th

Dinner Reservation Form
Print this page and fill in your dinner selections. Verify that the number of dinners matches the number of 
guests you selected. The total amount to mail with the reservation should be noted on the form. You can 
also fill out the form online at www.ctflyfish.org The dinners are $40.00 per plate. You have to contact 
Mike Stewart if your reservation is for 3, 5, 7 or more people for seating at the same table. Use the Contact 
Us form and select “Banquet Seating” to let Mike know you how many guests you have.
Mail Reservation Form and Check (by 1/29/2011) To:

Mr. Michael Stewart
215 Loomis St.
N. Granby, CT 06060

Make Check payable to CFFA

Date:

Name:

Address: Street:

City/State/Zip:

Contact Phone No.:

E-mail:

Number of Reservations:

Number of Prime Rib Dinners:

Number of Stuffed Sole Dinners:

Number of Chicken Marsala Dinners:

Request for Vegetarian Dinners:

Total Amount Enclosed: $



Catch of The Month

This “Catch of the Month” was submitted by Mary 
Edwards. Mary was able to land some nice fish in spite 
of  the weather on her reacent Pulaski trip. If you have a 
photo of the great fish you have caught, please send it 
to the Editor at: todd.gorman@mac.com

Board of Directors

President • John Baracchi
Activities VP • Bob Winot
Environment VP • Stan Calabrese: (h) 569-2923
Promotions VP • Bruce Rich: (h) 860-467-6514
Recording Secretary • Dick Heffernon
Legal Secretary • Mark Barbieri (h) 623-8187
Treasurer • Lou Fabrizio (h) 793-0547 (w) 571-5190
Advisory Board • Gary Bogli (h) 649-4227
Advisory Board • Charles Place (h) 623-9912 (w) 704-7888
Advisory Board • Ray Riley (h) 721-0547
Conservation Chairman • Kurt Jagielow (h) 203-288-7123 (w) 203-392-6299
Education Chairman • Rich Gilligan
Indoor Facilities Chairman. • Denise Dauray 
Legislative Chairman • Vin Ringrose (h) 828-4642
Membership Chairman • Phil McCormick (h) 871-8703
Newsletter Chairman • Todd Gorman
Program Chairman • Roger Plourde (h) 747-4297 (w) 747-3324
Publicity Chairman • Mary Edwards
Webmaster • Nils Christensen 

Dick Wemmell’s Fly Box

“?”
Hook: Mustad 3366
Thread: 6/0 Chartruse  
Body: Flourescent Chartruse E-Z Shape Sparkle Body
Tail: Chartruse Marabou
Fly tied by Dick Wemmell
Stop by the December meeting to see Dick tie this 
fly and maybe pick up a few pointers from him.
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664 Buckley Highway
Union, CT 06076
860-684-1575
jtsflyshop@yahoo.com

A& P  A u t o
Sa les  &  Serv ice

Alma or Pablo Zuniga
365 Main Street

East Hartford, CT 06118

P: (860) 568-0202 F: (860) 568-0505

Quality Service
& Repairs

Dr. Kenneth Wichman
Manchester Podiatry Center, P.C.

Diabetic Footwear
Medicare Covered

Dr. Comfort "extra depth" shoes are specially designed for the
unique needs of the diabetic patient. Ask your podiatrist today

about the difference Dr. Comfort shoes can make to your health!
Participating in Most Health Plans. Now available exclusively at:

117 E. Center St. Manchester, CT  649-3338 

*

Many styles to chose from

Fly tying
for all.com

w w w . F l y T y i n g F o r A l l . c o m

Video downloads on fly tying
For all levels from beginner to expert
Catagorized by technique, fish and flies

Over 150 videos
totaling

Over 30 hours

South Windsor
Neck and Back, LLC
Chiropractic Neurology Center
1330 Sullivan Avenue South Windsor, CT 06074 (860) 644-2437

Rosanne M. Gregory, DC
Doctor of Chiropractic

www.FunctionForLife.com

Dr. Kenneth Wichman
Manchester Podiatry Center, P.C.

117 E. Center St. Manchester, CT  649-3338 

Podiatric Medecine
and Foot Surgery

Participating in Most Health Plans
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South Windsor
Neck and Back, LLC
Chiropractic Neurology Center
1330 Sullivan Avenue South Windsor, CT 06074 (860) 644-2437

Andrew P.T. Gregory, DC, DACNB
Diplomate of the American Chiropratic Neurology Board

www.FunctionForLife.com

ityeflies .com

leslie wrixon Fly Dresser

111 Crest Road
Wellesley, Massachusetts
02482

lesliewrixon@ityeflies.com
508 7338535

ST
REAM AND BROOK

FLY FISHING

John Synnott
Instructor and Guide

37 West Main Street • Vergennes, VT 05491 • 802-989-0398
www.streamandbrook.com • info@streamandbrook.com



Our advertisers exist to provide you with excellent products and services and they do need your support. 
Mention that you are with CFFA, they do appreciate the feedback and patronage from club members. 
Plus they are an excellent source for information on gear, tackle, fishing tips, and current conditions.

Stitched Concepts
Corporate Apparel

Apparel Embroidery for All Your Company Needs

Ted Koch
27 Naek Rd., Unit 7
P.O. Box 2065
Vernon, CT 06066

Phone 860-872-4455
Fax 860-870-4598
www.stitchedconcepts.com
info@stitchedconcepts.com

ON THE RIVER
Fly Fishing Instruction with Charlie Place

Learn where trout hide, what their habits are, and how
to catch them using nymphs, streamers and dry flies.

Send for a free electronic brochure to learn more
about this unique fly fishing teaching service.

Send to: ontheriver@snet.net
Over 25 years fly fishing experience

Hartford Club Sport Center
“Fishing and Outdoor Specialists Since 1979”
554 Wethersfield Avenue • Hartford, CT 06114

Gary L. Brummett
860 296-0110
Mobile: 860 539-3067

Outdoor Enterprises, LLC
www.ct-outfitters.com

Cedar House
Custom Picture Framing

Shadow Boxes • Custom Mirrors

By Appointment:
(860) 747-3324

Roger Plourde

146 New Britain Ave (Rt. 372)
Rear Building

Plainville, CT 06062

JET Electric
Residential, Commercial, and Industrial

Fully Insured

Jason Trott
East Hartford, CT
860-282-1291
860-818-5541
290-933 Shop Lic. 189250

Ron Shute
Office: 886.677.4661 • Cell: 860.306.0888
Direct/Fax: 860.735.7461
Ron.Shute@Raveis.com
www.Raveis.com/RonShute
200 West Main Street
Avon, CT 06001 

r a v e i s . c om
"The Best Website in Real Estate"

100,000+ MLS listings updated daily • School reports
Mapping of sold/listed homes • Online home evaluation

Quality for low rates - William Raveis Mortgage and Insurance

WILLINGTON
PIZZA

TOO
Route 74 Phelps Crossing

Willington, Connecticut

(860) 429-9030
www.willingtonpizza.com

B-
Mar FliesB-
Mar Flies
B r u c e  M a r i n o

O v e r  4 0  Y e a r s  o f  F l y  T y i n g  E x p e r i e n c e

H o m e :  8 6 0 . 6 5 3 . 8 2 8 8
C e l l :  8 6 0 . 9 6 7 . 9 3 3 8
E m a i l :  b m a r f l i e s @ a o l . c o m

4 6  F e r n  H o l l o w  D r .
G r a n b y ,  C T  0 6 0 3 5

w w w . b m a r f l i e s . c o m
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onnecticut
Fly Fisherman's Association Inc.

"To Preserve and Promote the Pleasures and Traditions of Fly Fishing and to Conserve Game Fish Waters"

onnecticut
Fly Fisherman's Association Inc.

P.O. Box 380268
East Hartford, CT 06138

onnecticut
Fly Fisherman's Association Inc.
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