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Organizcd "To Preserve and Promote the Pleasures and Traditions of Fly Fishing and to Conserve Game-Fish Waters."

APRIL MEETING
Fly Tyers Roundtable

Thanks to George Degan’s special efforts this
year’s Roundtable features the following tyers:
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X

1%

PLACE:

DATE:
TIME:

Mark Lewchik - The Mystic Angler -
Saltwater Flies

Gene Monty - Hop River Fly Shop - Dry
Flies

Brian Owens - North Cove Outfitters - Bass
Bugs

John Marona - Quiet Sports - Freshwater
Flies

Joe Garman - Joe Garman’s Back Room -
Salmon Flies

Dick Wemmell - Classic & Custom Fly Shop

- Midges

Mike Motyl - Connecticut Outfitters -
Freshwater Flies

Page Rogers - Tying For All Who Enjoy
Being On The Water - Saltwater Patterns

Myron Schulman - CFFA - Saltwater
Patterns

John Walker - CFFA - Freshwater Flies

Veteran’s Memorial Club House
Sunset Ridge, East Hartford
Wednesday, April 8, 1998

Fly Tying - 7:00 pm

From the Vest of the President

Over one hundred and seventy people attended our

banquet. It was about the same number for the expo,
" maybe a few more. We are already talking about
next year’s event; what improvements we could make, what things
we might eliminate, or things that we may add. If you have any
suggestions please let me know. We want to make our banquet and

expo the very best that we can.

I can’t tell you how many people came to me and told me how
much they enjoyed A. K. Best. Lots of people also went to A. K.
and told him how much they liked having him here, and he passed
that along to me. A. K. really liked being here, and said, "It was
the most friendly club he had ever been to.” I'm not surprised that
he said that because I hear it all the time, mostly from new
members. They tell me that it's the reason they joined CFFA. Hell,
it's the reason that I joined the club. Anyway, it's you guys that
make the Connecticut Fly Fishermen's Association the outstanding
organization that it is. Don't let anybody tell you different.

If you made the March meeting you already know about the good
deal Kevin Beaumont, owner of Kiwi Reel and Rifle, is offering
for a trip to New Zealand. If anybody is thinking about a fishing
trip to that far off land I think it would be worth your while to give
Kevin a call, 203-371-9987. That's a Fairfield, Ct. phone number.
It could save you some serious bucks.

Jack Smola and a dozen members stocked about seven hundred
and fifty trout in the Willi on March 6th. The fish were live carted
and spread throughout the TMA. I hear that a couple of bruisers
smashed their way out of the live carts and are lurking somewhere
in the TMA. I wouldn't bring any small pets to the Willi until the
big boys are well fed. Thanks guys.

I went fishing on March 7th. The first time this year and I didn't
forget anything. Amazing! Usually I leave something at home. I
fished for about three hours and only hooked one fish that didn’t
stay on long. Then the weather started to deteriorate and I drove
home. Sean landed three. He walked home.

Charlie
Charlie Place
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Special Raffle at Roundtable Meeting: There will be a
raffle held during the April meeting. A 4 weight
Loomis, graphite rod with Lamson Reel, line & backing
will be raffled off.

Ted Barbieri Award - This year’s award was given to WHERE THE TROUT ARE BIG AND HUNGRY!
Dick Whitehead for his multiple efforts on behalf of FUN FOR ALL AGES - ogvn; OIR N'OVICE
CFFA. Dick’s award was presented at the March S ol

ROD RENTALS & BAIT AVAILABLE
meeting. Congrats Dick!

Smola Does Good - Jack Smola is really hot these days. BY RESERVAT[ON ON LY

Jack is now an L.L. Bean endorsed guide. He also had open ice out (early March)
an article published in “Fly Fishing” magazine. The Call (860) 267-0448
article was about the Deerfield River. Colchester, CT
Club. Trip to Cape Coq: There are still a fe.w more &' §35 pec seosion i f “ﬁ:_,, e
openings for the June trip. Room is also available for the $575perpound ! ] //“
. o - LANTIC
September trip. Call Larry Johnson at 860-246-0728. Ed. ¢ Children under 12 Bt e R uniaonoion
mlm “m with ' /wm COUOESTER
paying adult / wvwm B
New Merm R '
/4 cal cxce; ! e LOMDON
a” M é% y‘f):;(hshmg wnls i M il ot
The CFFA would like to welcome the following new Bablashooks: N ki
members: ¢ GroupRates  _++"™ 4 $5.00 off - weekdays
Giordon Steatitie Robert Kelly, Jr. ¢ CFFA Members $20/day with Membership Card
Bil Ganoe Douglas L. Boyd
You folks are encouraged to participate in all the COMING EVENTS
activities CFFA has to offer. That way CFFA grows and CFFA Board Meeting 1 Apr 98
becomes more vibrant. If you have any questions or CFFA Membership Meeting 8 Apr 98
suggestions please do not hesitate to approach any of the Fly Tyers Roundtable
board members listed on the last page. Your suggestions  Fly Fishing School 11 & 25 Apr 98
regarding the Lines & Leaders are most welcomed. Ed. CFFA Board Meeting 6 May 98
CFFA Membership Meeting 13 May 98
Summer Arts Festival, The Art of 6-7 June 98
Co — Fishing, West Kingston RI, Info:
! ar,‘.rm..mu“ [ i 401-782-1018
, “\ ‘ a’ \\Hj\{}luu, For All Your Fly CFFA Fishing Trips, Falmouth 6-7, 13-14 June
i il i
(73 e e Heights, Cape Cod 19-20 Sept 98
Z[m% ‘.“‘ll“@mvw‘ thlng NCCdS... FFF International Fly Show & Conclave 3-8 Aug 98
} Wahnn The Sione to Explon... oo fde Idaho Falls, ID
SAGE, G. LOOMS, THOMAS & THOMAS, ST CROX,
SCIENTIFIC ANGLER, ISIANDER. | RYALL LAMSON, ROSS, (860) 1

HODGMAN, BAUER, TIBOR, REGAL, RENZETTI, SWMS,
PATAGONIA, STREAM DESIGINS, EX OFFICIO, COLUMBIA 388'6585

OPEN DAILY: %55’ 75 Main Street ¢ Old Saybrook, CT
CANOES & KAYAKS « SHOOTING SPORTS © HIKING, CLIMBING & CAMPING * OPTICS
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Q€BPCE T FISHING CONDITIONS
& o HOTLINE NUMBERS Ry

Willimantic River, Farmington River and Connecticut in
General 664-3683 (CFFA)

738-7327 (FRAA)
248-8616 (HFFA)
824-7861 (NU)

WATCH HILL
JOHN PRIGMORE

93 Watch Hill Road Tel: (401
- 348-8888
Waesterly, Rl 02891 Fax: 2401; 596-8266
e-mail: coveedge @ edgenet.net

Farmington River

Housatonic River

Housatonic River Flow

http://www.coveedge.com

Take the Kids Fishing
bz Garx Steinmiller

My last article explained what a bargain I think
fishing is. It’s even a better deal when you take the
kids fishing. This past Fall in the month of October, I
decided that it was time to take the children fishing
for Hickory Shad, as I have done the last three Fall
seasons. I left my fly rod home so I could work with
my son, his cousin, and another friend. Three boys
ages 9 and 10. I did bring along two surf rods with the
thought that we may try for some Bluefish this year.

One of the best parts of a fishing trip is the ride in the
car on the way to your destination. I remember rides
with my father, which we still take, and my uncle who
has since passed on like they happened yesterday.
These were not short rides to a local pond, they lasted
anywhere from 1/2 to 1 1/2 hours and I loved every
minute of them.

My ride to the Niantic River with the boys departed
right after school on a Friday. They were allowed to
pick the radio station that we would listen to, and they
could sing as loud as they wanted. Total fun the
whole ride. We arrived at the Niantic River around
5:00 P.M. about one hour before dark.

My son can handle a spinning rod fine but it was a
first time for his cousin and his friend. I gave them a
quick lesson and their concentration was something 1
wish they would use more of in school. They
mastered the open face spinning reel in a short time.
We were using 5 and 6 foot trout rods with 4 pound

test line. The equipment was put through a true test as
the Hickory Shad were in and the kids kept me
hopping for the full hour helping them release their
fish. I took some nice pictures of some real smiles on
happy faces. The next lesson will be on how to
unhook the fish so I can sit back and enjoy the session
even more.

Our trip continued with a short drive to Millstone
Point hoping to catch a bluefish or two. We had kept a
few shad that were injured and used these for bait.
This was a true adventure for each of the kids. They
were given the chore of starting a campfire with just a
little guidance. Their faces glowed almost as bright as
the fire with pride as their effort was successful. I set
up the rods with bait and we all sat back to enjoy the
surroundings. It wasn’t long before the drag on a reel
began to sing as something had picked up the bait and
began to run. I set the hook and handed over the pole

VIDEO TAPE LIBRARY RULES

e 2 tapes per person.

e $2 per tape per month.

e Return at fly tying classes, board meetings,
monthly meetings, etc. - to any Board
member.

o $2 late fee per tape per month.

e Will only be rented at monthly meetings.

e First come first served.
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to my son. He fought the fish hard and was winning
the battle until the bluefish wrapped itself around a
lobster pot and parted company. The action continued
and each boy fought and landed a blue. These were
real choppers weighing between 12-15 pounds. Time
flew by and before we knew it my watch said 10:00.
We packed up and headed for the car intending to
leave. We would have left had I not mentioned that I
very often caught stripers under a light that hung over
the water where our car was parked. I gave in to their
pleading and we soon had the trout rods out of the car
again. First cast striper, second cast striper, third cast
striper, the action continued, I looked at my watch,
10:45 P.M. “time to call it a night” they disagreed but
gave in.

The ride home was better than the ride there as the
fish stories began. There was no request for a certain
radio station as they were content listening and
laughing about their new experience. I didn’t have to
ask if they had a good time because as we were
unpacking the car my nephew Kevin said, “Uncle
Gary, [ don’t have basketball practice next Friday
night either.”

Take the kids fishing, its how most of us started and
we should continue the trend. Besides, Nintendo
Fever can be terminal.

Please Support Our Advertisers!

Our advertisers exist to provide you with excellent
products and services and they do need your support.
Mention that you are with the CFFA. They do
appreciate the feedback and patronage from club
members. Plus, they are an excellent source for
information on gear, tackle and fishing tips and
conditions.

¢ Live Bt
Year ‘Round

Fly Frahing & Black
Powder Equpment

1340 John Fitch Bivd. (Rt. 5)
South Windsor, Connecticut 06074
Phone (203) 289-0074

Frahing Tachie

[Pou& Reot Mapuiy Fresh & Sali Water

Guns & Ammo

QUIET SPORTS.

". v

Complete Fly Fishing Outfitters
100 Main St., Collinsville, CT 06022 (860)693-2214

Kevin Pelletier John Marona
Hours: Mon -Tue -Wed. 10 am- pm, Thur-Fn. 10 am-9 pm, Sat 9 am-5 pm. Sun_ 11am-4pm

HOP RIVER FLY SHOP

LARGE SELECTION OF MATERIALS FOR THE FLY TYER
RODS, REELS, WADERS, BOOKS, FLIES, €TC

GENE MONTY
518 HOP RIVER ROAD
BOLTON, CT. 08043

T.W.TH FR, 4.00-900
SAT. 9.00-5:00
(203) 843-4842

Cyberland

Some Internet sites you may want to visit

CT Dept. of Environment Protection:
http://dep.state.ct.us/

CT State Senate Democrats:
www.senatedems.state.ct.us/

CT Government:
www.ctdol.state.ct.us./dol/ctlinks.htm

Ron Whiteley Onfishing:
http://members.aol.com/mwhiteley/ﬁshing.html

Stream Flow Conditions at 3,000 + US Sites:
http://water.usgs.gov

Federation of Fly Fishers: www.fedflyfishers.org

International Festival of Women Fly Fishers:
www.fly-fishing-women.com
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Colonial Sports

Quality
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Fine Fly Fishing Equipment 8 Sporting Firearms

Charles A. Connell, Jr.
431 Fitchville Road
Bozrah, CT 06334

BUY — SELL — BARTER
(203) 889-4901

Store Hours.
Mon . Tues, Wed , Sat
9am -6 pm
Thurs & Fri-9am -9 pm
Sun: 9am-5pm

(me

FIELD & STREAM
llv 1930

We have been outdoor enthusiasts
since 1959. Cubeta's is the largest outfitter
in Conneticut specializing in:

« FLY FISHING  « RELOADING « SPORTS ART

« HUNTING « BLACK POWDER  « VIDIOS-BOOKS

« ARCHERY « AIRGUNS « SEMINARS

« SAFES « CLOTHING « NEW AND USED

« KNIVES « GIFTWARE ANTIQUE FIREARMS
| Fly tying classes starting in January

Fresh and Saltwater
call for details

157 Meriden Road, Rt. 66
Middlefield, CT 06455
203-347-4353
1-800-CUBETA'S

Children’s Fly Tying Help
John Springer, tel: 860-664-3688, is looking for some help.

John has been in contact with the Assistant Superintendent of Schools in Hartford. She has asked John to do
some work with kids in Hartford in a school for kids studying water, fish, and the Sound. Help is needed for this |§
year & next. If you are interested please give John a call. (From my person experience, teaching kids to tie flic: §

SMOLA’S

BLUE RIBBON FLYSHOP

GUIDE SERVICES
TROUT GUARANTEED
DEERFIELD * FARMINGTON * SALMON RIVERS

860-763-1856

JACK SMOLA
483 Hazard Ave * Enfield, CT. 06082

: PLEASE CHECK A COMMITTEE YOU ARE NOW ON

Membership Form
O Check if address changed

Date 0O New [ Renewal

Name

Street

City/State/Zip :

Tel. (H) (W) i

email

OR WISH TO BE ON:

i O Conservation O Program 0 Indoor Facil

O Education O Publicity O Membership

0 Fund Raising 0O Banquet O Legislative

i O Secretarial Duties :
: DUES STRUCTURE

O Junior (under 16) $ 5.00

: O Regular $1500 TOTAL

| O Supporting $2500 ENCLOSED

0 Contributing $ 50.00 ;
| O Life $20000 §$
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A Morning With the Master
———— bx Phil Brunﬂucll

Maybe our obsession with angling can be best understood
as a series of fixations. The particular fixation that
overcame me this winter was the need to catch a pike on a
fly. Having avoided ice fishing like the plague, | knew that
my line would not touch water until spring. In the
meantime, however, I could gather knowledge. And what
better way to do so than by going to the source.

Now fixations have a way of dissolving timidity and
emboldening the spirit. So I picked up the phone and
unceremoniously asked Ernie if I could pay him a visit-
quickly. I should have never doubted his response.
"Tomorrow morning would be fine", he answered, sensing
the desperation in my voice.

The next day was textbook New England: the weather
gods were performing cryosurgery on the unwilling
masses. It was quite a contrast to Ernie's home, warm and
inviting. We sat down at the kitchen table where he had
carefully arranged a series of his pike flies on one of the
placemats. Then he described them to me: their order of
construction, the necessary proportions, useful variations
on the theme - in short, the stuff that is manna for fly tiers.

Our conversation then turned to fishing locations and
techniques. I was trying to remember it all; the man was
giving me good, solid information. But intermittently I
was distracted - by the flies. What can I say? They were
beautiful: long, sinuous creations formed from silky,
breathable materials and anointed with the proper amounts
of flash. These had, and would drive pike wild, as wild as
my desire to be the one casting them to the Jurassic jaws.
My spirits dropped a note when I realized that I could try
to imitate the flies at my own vise, but I would never
match the consummate skill of their maker.

It was, however, no time for self-reproach, because there
was so much more to discuss. We entered Ernie's fly tying
den where he showed me how to build pike leaders that
are stronger and vastly less expensive than anything store
bought ("Good for bluefish too", he explained). Then it
was back to the kitchen where the topics broadened to
include stripers, albacore, and other fish of our esteem.
The flies, of course, were still on the table, calling,
beckoning. I forced myself not to look at them.

Eventually reality intruded. I was needed at home to
perform an errand. As | was leaving, Ernie picked up a
sheaf of papers. "Read this when you get a chance", he
said. He inserted the papers into an envelope and then -
my breath was held - he scooped up the flies and tossed
them in. I felt my words of thanks fail and hoped that my
handshake conveyed my gratitude.

When I got home I opened the envelope. The flies
tumbled out onto my Kitchen table. My children, both fly
tiers, examined them thoughtfully, with admiration. They
know Ernie and his work. I unfolded the letter. There in
his neat, precise script, was everything that I - or anyone -
would need to know to catch a pike.

We never, | thought, outgrow our need for mentors. And
how lucky to know one who can break the chill of winter
with his kindness.

(Ernie Boutiette, CFFA Member, has published numerous
articles in the Lines and Leaders, many of them on pike fishing,
Ed.)

“THE FISH CONNECTION"
Fresh & Salt Water Bait & Tackle
Fly Tying Materials & Fly Fishing Accessories
Fresh & Sait Water Guide Services

127 Route 12
Preston, CT 06365 (203) 885-1739

LOCATED ON THE THAMES RIVER

437 Main Street
P.O. Box 1072

New Hartford. CT 06057 Classic & Custom

Tel. 203-738-3597

Sun® & Mon Closed

Tue.-Wed iDam-6pm

Quality Fiy Fishung Thurs 10am -8pm
& Fn.-Sat W0am6épm

Fly Tying Supplies *open 10 am. 3 p.m.Apnl-June
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Connecticut Saltwater Flyfishing--Accurate Access #7
by George Jacobi

Napatree Point / Watch Hill
Key. (1) Cove Edge Fly Shop
(2) Lighthouse
(3) The Kitchen

(4) Napatree Point Rocks
(5) Osprey Pole

Directions. Exit 92 off 195 to Rte. 2 south (north goes to Foxwoods). From Rte, 2
take right onto Rte. 78, a loop road around Westerly, to where it ends on Rte. 1
Straight across Rte. 1 onto Airport Road; when it deadends, go left onto Rte. 1A
toward Watch Hill. Continue all the way into town

Parking: Almost impossible during the day except on the street, or around the
bend by Hartley’s Guest House. This is closer to the lighthouse fishing than
the beach fishing. The free town parking area on the right isn't guarded until
8 am. or so (it's for shopping access)-you can park from after supper until
morning. Brave souls park at night way at the end by the private cabanas

and are gone at daylight @

Yes, this is Rhode Island, but it's close to Connecticut, and the
fishing opportunities are many. On a strong east wind, try the corner (2)
where the lighthouse point meets Misquamicut Beach--bait can be trapped
there. The Kitchen (3) named after the hurricane of “38—this whole area
is good for school stripers, blues, and occasionally weakfish. Try a
nightin June for sand cel fishing. Don't neglect the inner harbor.

From the osprey ole (5) out to the point, the fishing is generally

better than the first half. Fish the osprey pole area, the false point
that’s 50 yds. before the rocks, and the pilings near the end. Try %
the pond in back and the mussel bed out around the point

The rocks themselves are difficult and can be dangerous but
always hold some resident stripers. I've had good fishing
here at any stage of the tide, spectacular
fishing many times

Classes & Seminars
CT River Guides

Live & Frozen Bait
Rod and Reel Repairs

Hartford Club Sport Cente

“"Connecticut's Fishing Outfitter”

Freshwater, Saltwater & Fly Fishing

554 Wethersfield Avenue

Hartford, CT 06114 (860) 296-0110

-

Bruce Wynn
TI"IE Professtonal Taxidermisi
-

WILDERNESS
CONNECTION

Taxidermy Studio

262A Meadow Road
Rocky Hili, CT 06067
203/721-1584

Connecticut Outfitters
“A full line ()RVIS.dcalcr”

200 W Main St ¢ Route 44 « Avon, CT 06001

MILL RIVER FLY SHOP
3549 WHITNEY AVENUE
HAMDEN, CT 06518
EVERYTHING FOR THE FLY
FISHERMAN. FLY TYER

Monday - Friday 10:00 - 6:00
Saturday 10:00 - 5:00

GABRIEL MACARE March - June
Ron A | (203) 248-7850 Monday - Friday 10:00 - 7:00
on Angelo
Owner (860) 678-8050
For All Your Fresh & Dlasal —
. —————‘ : [ l} "
Saltwater Fly Fishing Needs o e - rome
* Fresh & * Saltwatcer i 1 . i
Saltwater Guides B s Sweetwaler ¥ : s :
* Classes & ‘Ev o Fly Tving i i
Ry 1
Semunars LA * Clothing b
‘ G S _ N
« Travel Destinations o, uggeage .
Federation of Fly Fishers e X -
Ceruficd Casung Instructor e TR
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Riley, Ray Jr
108 Church St
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EPRIL MEETING: Fly Tyers Roundtable - Wednesday, April 8, 1998 I

Board of Directors Home Office s , .

s The Connecticut Fly Fishermen's Association, Inc
President Charles Flace v2s-om2 is organized "To Preserve and Promote the
A‘ucu'vmcs - VP Larry Johnson 246-0728 418-6149 Pleasurcs and Tradition of Fly Fishing and 1o
Environment - VP Jack Smola 763-1856 Conserve Game-Fish Waters.” CFFA membership
Promotion - VP Ed Fidrych 342-1173 566-8241 meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each
Recording Secretary Ted Rzepski 561-3475 243-9761 month, September through May. Mectings arc held

email: TarponTed@aol.com at the Veterans' Memorial Clubhouse, Sunset Ridge
Legal Secretary Mark Levy 232-1666 Drive, East Hartford, CT.
Treas Don Rose 688-4414
e cr::il' o DRose91867@aol.com "Lines and Leaders” is the official publication of the
: . 2 < Connecticut Fly Fishermen's Association, Inc. and
' e ‘) ’
ﬁgz:zgg gg:ﬂ JC?:ryDé\odg(:iano zggjg;; (:Z:g(gg is distributed to its membership and allies of con-

! 5 servation. Business card ads may be placed at a cost
Adv!sory Board Elmer Latham 742-6584 565-7841 of $5 per ad or $40 for 9 months. CFFA members
Advisory Board Ken Parkany 643-9819 280-1844 may place for-sale or want ads of a non-commercial
Banquet Chairman Vacant nature without charge. Newsletter correspondence
Conservation Chairman Kurt Jagiclow 649-3681 649-3681 should be sent to Lynn & Mike Stewart, 215
Education Chairman Gary Steinmiller 563-0040 280-2396 Loomis Street, North Granby, CT 06060. Change of
Indoor Facilities Chm Vacant address notices should be sent to CFFA, P.O. Box
Legislative Chairman Vin Ringrose 828-4642  225-6064 380260, East Hartford, CT 06138-0268.
Membership Chairman Bob Quinn 643-6309 269-7310
Newsletter Editors Lynn/Mike Stewart ~ 653-4203 654-4288 .

email: TellicoFly@aol.com COPY DEADLINE: Second Wednesday of
Program Chairman Vacant month previous to publication.
Publicity Chairman Ed Fidrych 342-1173 566-8241

CFFA Hotline: John Springer - =7 664-3688 email: AMTRKANGLR@aol.com




