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LINES & LEADERS

Newsletter of the Connecticut Fly Fishermen's Association

January 1998

Organized "To Preserve and Promote the Pleasures and Tradition- of Fly Fishing and to Conserve Game-Fish Waters. "

JANUARY MEETING
White River (Arkansas) Fly Fishing
Jack Smola

Jack is a fly fishing guide, fly shop operator,
karate instructor, CFFA vice-president, presenter
of fine programs. writer of an occasional article,
and program chairman for a TU club. We think
there are two of him. One will be here doing a
presentation on the White River of Arkansas for
us this month.

PLACE: Veteran’s Memorial Club House

Sunset Ridge, East Hartford
DATE: Wednesday, January 14, 1998
TIME: Fly Tying - 7:00 pm

Program - 7:30 pm

FINAL REMINDER!!

Attention all CFFA Members...it is time to renew
your membership for the upcoming year. Please
fill out the enclosed form (on Page 6), include a
check or give it to Bob Quinn at the next club
meeting. It is very important that this form be
returned to ensure that we have your correct
address and telephone number. We appreciate
your membership over the past year and look
forward to seeing you for many years to come. If
anyone has a question about your membership
status, you can call Bob. His number is on the last
page of the newsletter. If you have already paid
vour dues or are a lifetime member, thank you for
:\'our support and please disregard this notice.

Take a fishing trip. Please set aside February 21,
1998, and attend our Expo and Banquet. Our Expo is
new and much improved. There will be a slide
presentation by A.K. Best. There will be mini clinics all day for
beginners and the experienced (four at a time). There will also be a
table where children can sit, tie a fly with an instructor, and then
take their creation home. Not to mention over a dozen vendors to
supply your fly fishing needs. Our banquet is always fun. Good
food, good drink, and good friends. Ed sets up a colossal raffle.
Well--it's big. Hey! It beats casting a dry fly onto a frozen lake and
watching the trout beat their lips against the cold ice. Seriously,
please come.

About forty people braved the winter storm and made it to our
December meeting. They were all treated to a wonderful slide
presentation, some of which was about bone fishing in the
Bahamas. There were lots of questions about the bone fishing, so
I'll try and get a show exclusively on that subject.

Six people signed up for the A. K. Best fly tying class. I have

room for four more. Call me at 860-623- 9912 for information or

to sign up. The class will be February 21, 1998, at The Colony in

Vernon, 9:00 am to 10:30am. The cost is $30. All the money goes

to CFFA. After the class you can enjoy our Expo starting at

10:00am. Please call as soon as possible because it's first come

first served. If the first class is filled, and we have a large

response, 1 will try to set up a second class, but I need to know i
soon. The January meeting may be too late.

Geez. It's winter and I don't have a fishing story. How about 1
something different. There was a chess tournament in a well '
known hotel. At intermission there were two chess players
standing out in the lobby arguing over some of the moves that
were made. After a while the discussion got pretty loud and the
manager of the hotel threw both players out of the building.
Another chess player noticed the fray and began to chastise the
manager for throwing out two of the tournament's best players.
The manager replied, “I don't like Chess nuts boasting in an open
foyer."

Charlie Place
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Rearing Pool - 150 to 200 rainbows have been stocked in
the rearing pool. They were all between 8 to 10 inches in
length. These will be stocked in the spring. We are
planning to repaint the pool over the summer in time for
the fall delivery of more fish.

Membership - We currently have 352 members. This is
membership renewal time. Please send your renewals in
to Bob Quinn as soon as you can.

CFFA Expo - We have 14 exhibitors so far that have
committed to be at the Expo, with more to follow. Jack
Smola is busy lining up a series of fishing clinics which
will be conducted throughout the day. In next month's
Lines & Leaders we will be providing the clinic
schedules. Admission will be $5.00. The admission
includes all the clinics. The Expo hours will be 10:00 am
to 4:00 pm.

Connecticut Outfitters

"A full line ORVIS’&dealer"

200 W. Main St. * Route 44 « Avon, CT 06001

Ron Angelo
Owner (860) 678-8050

For All Your Fresh &
Saltwater Flv Fishing Nceds

* Fresh & * Saltwater
Saltwater Guides * Sweemwater

» Classes & 3  Fly Tving
Seminars * Clothing

« Travel Destinations * Luggage

Federation of Fly Fishers
Cerufied Casuing Instructor

COMING EVENTS
Rod Building School 8, 15, 22, 29 Jan ﬂ‘ ;
5 Feb 98 T
Fly Tying School 8, 15, 22, 29 Jan'&
5, 12 Feb 98
CFFA Board Meeting 7 Jan 98
Southern CT Fly Fishing Show 10 Jan 98

Hammonasset Chapter TU, Westbrook

Elks Club, 142 Seaside Dr, Westbrook, 10:00-5:00
Fly Fishing Show 23-25 Jan 98

Garden State Exhibition Center

Somerset NJ. For info call 800-420-7582

CFFA Board Meeting 4 Feb 98
CFFA Membership Meeting 11 Feb 98
CFFA Fly Fishing Expo, A.K. Best 21 Feb 98

CFFA Annual Banquet, A.K. Best 2] Feb 98

Fly Fishing School

National Fly Fishing & Wingshooting
Show, Providence

FRAA Banquet, Cornucopia
Banqueting Hall, Torrington

HFFA Banquet

CMTA Fishing Show, Hartford,

Northeast Fly Fishing & Wingshooting
Show, Raritan Center, Edison NJ

CFFA Fishing Trips, Falmouth
Heights, Cape Cod

CT Fly Fishermen's Associatio)
o o o
Appreciation Day

and enhance the fisheries in the state, Classic &
Custom Fly Shop would like to show its :
appreciation. We will be holding a one day sale. |}
On Feb 22, 1998 Classic & Custom Fly Shop will |
open its doors exclusively to members of the CT ||
Fly Fishermen's Association. On that day, you will il |
receive 20% off every item you purchase. You | Il
must have a copy of your newsletter with your | |
name on it to gain access to the store.
Date: Sunday, February 22, 1998
Time: 10:00am to 2:00 pm (4 hours only) Ik
Place:  Classic & Custom Fly Shop i
190 Main St, (Route 44) |
New Hartford, CT
Tel #:  860-738-3597

1}
|E‘.
1B

!

Mastercard, Visa, American Express, Discover Acceptea 5
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JOHN PRIGMORE

93 Watch Hill Road Tel: (401) 348-8888
Westerly, Rl 02891 Fax: :401; 596-8266
e-mail: coveedge @edgenet.net
http://www.coveedge.com

L

FISHING CONDITIONS
HOTLINE NUMBERS

Willimantic River, Farmington River and Connecticut in
General 664-3688 (CFFA)

738-7327 (FRAA)
248-8616 (HFFA)

Farmington River
Housatonic River

Housatonic River Flow

824-7861 (NU)

E
Winter Fly Fishing

bz Jack Smola

The warmth of summer
and early fall has gone.
The bare trees and the
crisp moming air usually
indicate that it's time to put
away the fly rod until
spring. Don't! Trout may
still be taken on a fly if you
alter your fishing technique to match the conditions.
The water is colder which means slow down the
retrieve. Fish the deep pockets and edges of runs in
areas that held fish all summer.

Use the same nymphs you used in the summer but
drop down a size or two. It's amazing how a small fly
fished slow will turn on a fish's attack mode or hunger
switch.

I was on the Deerfield last week in 40 degree water
and saw the white of a trout's mouth, a little flash and
a movement in front of me. | was fishing a double
streamer rig. A few casts brought no attention so |
switched to a floating line and a small caddis pupa.
Since I'm not a fan of strike indicators | kept the fly line
high for a drag free float. On the very first drift my line
tightened and a large swirl appeared in front of me.
Big fish! I fought and landed a 23 inch rainbow.

| released the fish and cast to my right. | was startled
by such a quick hit that my leader snapped off. (Rule
#1 - check your rig after a big fish.) This is the type of
action available in the early winter.

Fish the heat of the day, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. A warming
of a degree of two will trigger a trout to strike.

The hatches of fall are all gone now. Or are they?
Winter brings two flies out of my fly box: one, a size
#20 black caddis and the other, a tiny blue winged
olive (#24-28).

You and | know it's winter but do the trout? They
know something is different. They move slower but
they still must eat. If they're not feeding in one pool
move to another and try two, three or four spots.
They'll be feeding somewhere. [ prefer to stand at the
edge of the pool because of the winter conditions,
standing in the low water and fishing to the deep
water. The Ovation pool on the Farmington and
Carbis Bend on the Deerfield are two examples of
pools that begin in shallow water and drop off
dramatically.

Winter fly fishing may call for a few different
techniques but the results can be as exciting as a June
hatch.

VIDEO TAPE LIBRARY RULES

® 2 tapes per person.

e $2 per tape per month,

* Return at fly tying classes, board meetings,
montbly meetings, etc. - to any Board
member.

* $2 late fee per tape per month.

e Will only be rented at monthly meetings.

e First come first served.
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Fiy Fishing & Black T almeBa
Powder Equipment Year ‘Round

1340 John Fitch Bivd. (Rt. 5)
South Windsor, Connecticut 06074

Phone (203) 289-0074 Fishing Tackie
Fresh & Salt Waler

Cape Cod Fishing
6-7 & 13-14 June 1998

Come and join fellow club members
for fishing at the Cape. Here's your
chance to fish the Cape's famous
kettle ponds or go fishing in the surf.
The stripers were lots of fun last year. In the ponds
you can find smallmouth bass and rainbow trout. And
this year we have again booked two weekends!
(NOTE: We will be also booking a September trip
again this year. The notice will be in the March Lines
& Leaders.)

Lodging will be at The Moorings Lodge in Falmouth
Heights for the nights of 6/5 & 6 or 6/12 & 15. There
is room for 16 people each weekend. Since there is
limited room, the first 16 to sign up per weekend will
get reservations. The first weekend is filling quickly.
Your cost of $90.00 plus tax per person, provides two
nights, two breakfasts and one buffet dinner on Sat-
urday. If you would like to stay additional nights it will
be extra. Call Larry, number below, for the total cost.

Make your check payable to CFFA in the amount of
$90.00 plus tax for each person.

Send to: Larry Johnson, 60 Willard St., Hartford, CT
06105; tel: 246-0728 (H), 725-3873 (W).

Bruce Wynn
THE Professional Taxidermist

WILDERNESS ,
CONNECTION

Taxidermy Studio

262A Meadow Road
Rocky Hill, CT 06067
203/721-1584

NOTICE

Last month we ran a press release for the premiere =

subscriptions. If you would like your gift subscriptic
to include an inscribed and autographed first-edition
copy of the book, REEL Women: The World of ‘
Women Who Fish, please include an additional
$22.95 (representing $5 off the cover price plus $3 00
postage/handling). -

Questions? Please call Lyla Foggia at 503-622-4811 3
or Email her at ReelWomen(@aol.com. ;

SALTWATER FLIES

20 for $30.00. Includes Muddler Minnows, Whisﬂers!
Deceivers, Bunny Flies, Streamer Flies, etc. Proven
False Albacore Flies $2.00 each. Squid Flies $2.50
each. Sliders $2.00 each. All in assorted colors. Call %
Ernie Boutiette 860-289-3605. xRl

HANDLING TROPHY GAME -

it et o

A Complete Field Guide for handling trophy
fish and game. Packed with over 30

illustrations that take you step-by-step
through the field care process. Written by a
Professional Taxidermist, this easy to read
guide covers everything you need to know to
handle any type of trophy.

Money Back Guarantee!

To order your copy send $9.95 plus $2.95
S&H to: Goose House Publications
P.O. Box 2649, Dept 3
Meriden, CT 06450

Credit card orders call, 800-929-5844

SMOLA’S

BLUE RIBBON FLYSHOP|
GUIDE SERVICES

TROUT GUARANTEED %

DEERFIELD * FARMINGTON * SALMON RIVERS L
860-763-1856 ‘

JACK SMOLA 4

483 Hazard Ave e Enfield, CT. 06082




Lines & Leaders

S

Nominating Committee Report

The following people are nominated to the named
positions for 1998. Elections for these positions will be
held at the membership meeting on 14 January 1998.
Floor nominations will also be accepted at that time.
This meeting will not be canceled due to inclement
weather.

resident Charlie Place
Vice President, Environment Jack Smola
Vice President, Promotion Ed Fidrych
Vice President, Activities Larry Johnson
Treasurer Don Rose
Recording Secretary Ted Rzepski
Legal Secretary Mark Levy

Respectfully submitted,
Mike Stewart, Chair, Charlie Place, Gary Steinmiller,
Bob Quinn 1998 Nominating Committee

%  CFFQ Onnuol
Bonguet - 28"
Onniversory

Plans are proceeding quite rapidly in preparation for all
the festivities. A. K. Best will be coming for the
banquet as the prime speaker. His program is titled,
“Matching the Naturals - Not the Hatch.” During the
evening's banquet we will have our conservation raffle.

/

oy
S
s 5

In addition we will have our publication, The
Flyfisher's Companion on hand for anyone wishing to
obtain a copy.

Please keep in mind that the banquet is the prime means
of fund raising for the CFFA. Bring your friends and
family. Your support is greatly needed. In addition, the
banquet is a tremendous opportunity to enjoy an
excellent meal, renew acquaintances and talk fishing
(the latest inside tips are available just for the asking).

I'he Banquet Reservation Form can be found on page 7

See you there!

Januafy 199& 2y

QUIET SPORTS..
Complete Fly Fishing Outfitters
100 Main S, Collnsile, CT 06022 (860)693-2214

Kevin Pelletier John Marona
Hours: Mon -Toe -Wed 10 am-6 pm, TharFn. 10 am-3 pm. Sal. § am'5 pm. Sun. 11am-4pm

HOP RIVER FLY SHOP

LAAGE SELECTION OF MATERIALS FOR THE FLY TYER
ROOS, REELS. WADERS, BOOKS, FLIES, E1C.

T.W.TH,FR, 400-9:00 GENE MONTY
SAT. 9:00-5:00 518 NOP RIVER ROAD
(203) 843-4842 BOLTON, CT. 08043

“THE FISH CONNECTION"
Fresh & Salt Water Bait & Tackle
Fly Tying Materiais & Fly Fishing Accessories
Fresh & Salt Water Guide Services

127 Route 12
Preston, CT 06365 (203) 885-1739

LOCATED ON THE THAMES RIVER

MILL RIVER FLY SHOP
3549 WHITNEY AVENUE
HAMDEN, CT 06518
EVERYTHING FOR THE FLY
FISHERMAN, FLY TYER

Monday - Friday 10:00 - 6:00
Saturday 10:00 - 5:00
GABRIEL MACARE March - June
(203) 248-7850 Monday - Friday 10:00 - 7:00

wn
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 Membership Form

O Check if address changed

i Date O New O Renewal

Name

Street

City/State/Zip

Tel. (H) (W)

email

PLEASE CHECK A COMMITTEE YOU ARE NOW ON
OR WISH TO BE ON:

: O Conservation 0J Program 0 Indoor Facil.

0 Education (J Publicity 00 Membership

0 Fund Raising 00 Banquet O Legislative

| O Secretarial Duties

| DUES STRUCTURE

\ O Junior (under 16) $ 5.00

| O Regular $1500 TOTAL

! O Supporting $2500 ENCLOSED:

| 0 Contributing $50.00

. OlLife §4.00 5T T

Colonial Sports

T —
E— 70T ing Goods [Essns s
ORVIS

Fine Fly Fishing Equipment 8 Sporting Firearms

Charles A. Connell, Jr.
431 Fitchville Road
Bozrah, CT 06334

BUY — SELL — BARTER
(203) 889-4901

Please Support Our Advertisers! l

Our advertisers exist to provide you with excellent
products and services and they do need your I
support. Mention that you are with the CFFA. They I
do appreciate the feedback and patronage from club
members. Plus, they are an excellent source for
information on gear, tackle and fishing tips and l

conditions

--_—----J

Live & Frozen Bait
Rod and Reel Repairs

Hartford Club Sport Center

"Connecticut's Fishing Outfitter”

554 Wethersfield Avenue
Hartford, CT 06114

Freshwater, Saltwater & Fly Fishing A L

(860) 296-01_1@'?‘ ‘

437 Main Street Tel. 203-738-3597
P.O. Box 1072 "
New Haaford. CT 06057 Classic @ Cuslom
Closed
10am.-6pm
Quality Fiy Fis 10am -8pm.
4 z o Fn.-Sat 10am-6pm
Fly Tying Supplies “open 10 am 3 p.m. Apnl-June

Y.

Store Hours:
Mon., Tucs., Wed., Sar.:
9 am -6 pm
Thurs. & Fri.: 9 am -9 pm
Sun:9am-Spm

FIELD & STREAM
ES3T. (939

We have been outdoor enthusiasts
since 1959. Cubeta's is the largest outfitter
in Conneticut specializing in:

« FLY FISHING
» HUNTING

« ARCHERY

* SAFES

« KNIVES

« RELOADING

* BLACK POWDER
* AIRGUNS

« CLOTHING

* GIFTWARE

« SPORTS ART

« VIDIOS-BOOKS

* SEMINARS

* NEW AND USED
ANTIQUE FIREARMS

Fly tying classes starting in January
Fresh and Saitwater

‘Orvis

157 Meriden Road, Rt. 66
Middlefield, CT 06455
203-347-4353
1-800-CUBETA'S

LZ FULL LINE DEALER
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%, Connecticut Fly Fishermen's Association, Inc. FIRST CLASS
s P.O.Box 380268 ot -
S
4 East Hartford CT 06138-0268 PN%R"(;”Noy

FIRST CLASS MAIL - PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY

Riley, Ray Jr. \’
108 Church St |
Vethersfield, Ct 06109 )

JANUARY MEETING: White River (Arkansas) Fly Fishing - Jack Smola

Wednesday, January 14, 1998

Board of Directors Bieee Office The Connecticut Fly Fishermen's Association, Inc.
President Charles Place 623-9912 is organized “To Preserve and Promote the
Activities - VP Larry Johnson 246-0728  418-6149 Pleasures and Tradition of Fly Fishing and to
Environment - VP Jack Smola 763-1856 Conserve Game-Fish Waters." CFFA membership
Promotion - VP Ed Fidrych 342-1173 566-8241 mectings are held on the second Wednesday of each
Recording Secretary Ted Rzepski 561-3475 243-9761 month, September through May. Meetings are held
email: TarponTed@aol.com at the Veterans' Memorial Clubhouse, Sunset Ridge
Legal Secretary Mark Levy 232-1666 Drive, East Hartford, CT.
Treasurer Don Rose 688-4414 "Lines and Leaders” is the official publication of the
email: DRose91867@aol.com Connecticut Fly Fishermen's Association, Inc. and
Advisory Board Joe D'Addario 568-5035 289-6427 is distributed to its membership and allies of con-
Advisory Board Gary Bogli 649-4227 648-5030 servation. Business card ads may be placed at a cost
Advisory Board Elmer Latham 742-6584 565-7841 of $5 per ad or $40 for 9 months. CFFA members
Advisory Board Ken Parkany 643-9819 280-1844 may plac? ;or-sal; or wa:t ndsl ofa non-oomm;rcial
PR, acant nature without charge. Newsletter correspondence
gxz::a?i}(‘):lgaiman Kurt Jagielow 649-3681 649-3681 should be sent to Lynn & Mike Stewart, 215
: i Gary Steinmiller 563-0040  280-2396 Loomis Street, North Granby, CT 06060. Change of
Education Ch?lfmaﬂ b ; address notices should be sent to CFFA, P.O. Box
Indoor Facilities Chm s 398 4sant B Shned 380260, East Hartford, CT 06138-0268.
Legislative Chairman Vin Ringrose 2 7
Membership Chairman Bob Quinn 643-6309 269-7310
Newsletter Editors Lynn/Mike Stewart 653-4203 654-4288
email: TellicoFly@aol.com COPY DEADLINE: Second Wednesday of
Program Chairrnan Vacant month previous to publication.
Publicity Chairman Ed Fidrych 342-1173 7. 566-8281

CFFA Hotline: John Springer - & 664-3688 email: AMTRKANGLR@aol.com




