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Newsletter of the Connecticut Fly Fishermen’s Association
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Organized "To Preserve and Promote the Pleasures and Traditions of Fly Fishing and to Conserve Game-Fish Waters."

OCTOBER MEETING

Pennsylvania Spring Creeks
Richard Jogodnick

Rich is currently writing a book on
entomology and has written several articles
for local New York and Pennsylvania
magazines. He also had a radio show for
three and a half years. Dick said the show
was about veterinary medicine until the first
fly fisherman called.

This program is going to be on some of the
famous Pennsylvania spring creeks. If you’re
planning on fishing them, ever, don’t miss it!

PLACE: Veterans Memorial Clubhouse
Sunset Ridge

East Hartford, CT
Wednesday, October 9

Fly Tying - 7:00pm

Program - 7:30pm

DATE:
TIME:

Walking
Weekend

Connecticut’s Quiet Corner

Northeastern Connecticut:
"Walking Weekend,"
October 12, 13 and 14, in
northeastern Connecticut. Sixth annual
event featuring 56 guided nature and
history walks throughout the region’s
National Heritage Corridor. Discover
dramatic hilltop vistas, historic villages,
industrial mills, and brilliant flora and
fauna. Sponsored by the Quinebaug-
Shetucket Rivers National Heritage
Corridor Committee and the Northeast
Connecticut Visitors District. For free flier
on the walks contact the Visitors District,
PO Box 598, Putnam, CT 06260, call
860-928-1228, fax 860-928-4720.

From the Vest of the President

We had a real good time at September’s
monthly meeting. Lots of storytelling and
laughing. Of course, with John Springer doing
] the program, you can count on about a joke a
minute. It was fun. Thanks, John.

Jeff Passante, the president of the HFFA, was also at our
meeting and gave us an update on their quest to change the
water flows on the Housatonic. This would protect the trout
in the summer. I’'m happy to report they’ve gotten some
positive results. Let me quote from the Housatonic Quill,
President’s message: "Basically, the major issue, i.e.
whether river flows in the summer would be released in
order to protect the trout or released for the convenience of
the boaters was settled in our favor. The trout will be
protected in the future and this is a major victory for the
river and for its aquatic life." There are still other issues to
resolve, but Jeff and the members of HFFA have
dramatically improved the future of the Hous. Thanks, guys.

I announced at our September meeting that the board had
decided to change the dates of our insurance raffle. You will
be receiving the tickets soon. We figured it would be nice
for the winners to get the gift certificates before Christmas.
The drawing will be at the clubhouse on December 11,
1996. Lou Tabory will be our speaker that evening.

We have also decided not to have an Expo this year, but
we’re talking about doing something in 1998. There are so
many shows around and more coming on line that we
thought we might do something different. Anyway, we're
going to take this year off and think it over. If anybody has
any ideas, please let me know.

Jack Smola, our new Environmental V.P., is going to need
a hand making some repairs on the rearing pool. An
underground pipe has sprung a leak, causing greatly reduced
flow through the pool. As a result, there were no fish put in
the pool for a fall stocking. If anybody has any expertise in
this area, please give Jack a call. We could use some advice
on how to make this repair. 860-763-1856.

Fishing: It’s September 13, 1996. I hear the Albacore are
here and some club members have already connected. I'm
envious. The Willi was shocked and three hundred fish were
counted.

Continued on page 2




————

/
AU

Membership - We are currently at 356 members, which
1s a good number for this time of year.
Ed.

Thanks to CFFA

As many of you already know, John Springer and a
small band of CFFA volunteers have been teaching fly
tying and fly fishing at the American School For the
Deaf. CFFA has been sponsoring a picnic at John’s
home, in Clinton, as a graduation present for the kids.
Ed Peltier, a representative from the school, brought
some of the students to our September meeting. He
expressed his, the school’s and the kid’s heart felt thanks
to John and CFFA.

President’s Message - continued from page 1

Larry Johnson and I went out West for a few days in
late August. The catching wasn’t great, but we each
landed a couple of nice fish, and a few small ones. We
did issue a warning though, "We’ll be back." (Ever see
a trout giggle?)

See you Wednesday,
Charlie Place

MILL RIVER FLY SHOP
3549 WHITNEY AVENULE
HAMDEN, CT 06518
EVERYTHING FOR THE FLY
FISHERMAN. FLY TYER

Monday - Friday 10:00 - 6:00
Saturday 10:00 - 5:00
GABRIEL MACARE March - June

(203) 248-7850 Monday - Friday 10:00 - 7:00

JOHN'S CUSTOM TACKLE'S

229-6462

CUSTOM FLIES & RODS
FLY TYING MATERIAL
ROD REPAIR
CUSTOM HUNTING ARROWS

COMING EVENTS

CFFA Board Meeting 2 Oct 96

CFFA Membership Meeting, 11 Sep 96
Richard Jogodnick

CFFA Board Meeting 6 Nov 96

CFFA Membership Meeting, 13 Nov 96
Dan Trello

Fly Fishing Show, Somerset, NJ 24-26 Jan 97
Contact Chuck Furimsky or Barry
Serviente, 800-420-7582

CFFA Annual Banquet 8 Feb 97

The Colony, Vernon, CT

Welcone

NEW MEMBERS!

The CFFA would like to welcome our new members.

Chet Zocco
Kenneth Brannin

Jim Zocco
Steven J. Siracusa

You folks are encouraged to participate in all the
activities CFFA has to offer. That way CFFA grows and
becomes more vibrant. If you have any questions or
suggestions please do not hesitate to approach any of the
board members listed on the last page. Your suggestions
regarding the Lines & Leaders are most welcomed.
Ed.

Store Hours
Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat

FIELD & STREAM 9am -6 pm
EST. 1939 Thurs. & Fri.: 9 am -9 pm

Sun.:9am-5pm

We have been outdoor enthusiasts
since 1959. Cubeta's is the largest outfitter
in Conneticut specializing in:

* FLY FISHING <« RELOADING « SPORTS ART

« HUNTING * BLACK POWDER  « VIDIOS-BOOKS

« ARCHERY « AIRGUNS « SEMINARS

* SAFES * CLOTHING « NEW AND USED

« KNIVES * GIFTWARE ANTIQUE FIREARMS

Fly tying classes starting in January
Fresh and Saltwater
call for details

157 Meriden Road, Rt. 66
Middlefield, CT 06455
203-347-4353
1-800-CUBETA'S

({ FULL LINE DEALER
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“THE FISH CONNECTION”
Fresh & Salt Water Bait & Tackle

Fly Tying Matenals & Fly Fishing Accessories
Fresh & Salt Water Guide Services

127 Route 12
Preston, CT 06365 (203) 885-1739

LOCATED ON THE THAMES RIVER

FISHING CONDITIONS
HOTLINE NUMBERS
q

~pen =N e "
S i m
Willimantic River, Farmington River and Connecticut in
General 664-3688 (CFFA)
738-7327 (FRAA)
248-8616 (HFFA)
824-7861 (NU)

Farmington River
Housatonic River

Housatonic River Flow

Fly-fishing on a Budget - Part II by Anonymous

Rod Bags and Cases....

This is easy!!! Cabella’s and HT ship their rods in a
cloth bags so you do not have to make one for
them....but if you do want something a little nicer ask
the family seamstress (or Seemster) to sew you up one
made of synthetic fur. This costs about $5 for 3 feet and
is very easily sewn into a rod bag by anyone that can
sew. Very Basic. Take your rod in it’s bag to Home
Depot, Homebuilders Warehouse, or Lowes and go to
the PVC aisle. You can easily find a tube size that you
can place the rod and bag in and it will fit snug. If you
want to pack two rods in it then get a slightly bigger
tube. You can buy screw-in ends that will allow you to
keep the rods in the tubes and not have them slip out the
ends. Cut the tube to length and glue on the ends. Give
the thing a quick lick with some rough sandpaper and
spray paint the whole deal whatever color you want.

Ta Da...a rod travel case!!!!

Reel Seats.... for under $10!!!!

One thing I do appreciate is a nice looking real wood
insert on a reel seat..I do not know..it just makes me
feel better about my rods...kinda makes me feel like I'm
tossing a sweet rod by T&T, Orvis, or one of the slew
of high dollar rods. All I do is just change the seat or
grip to suit me. It is easy and only cost $10 for a new
seat maybe $20 for a new seat and grip. I get mine from
Cabella’s....I like their Walnut reel seat and you can
choose from their Cork Grips....

Just take a hack saw and cut off the reel seat the long
way being careful not to hit the blank. The blank will
travel all the way though the reel seat to the very end of

the rod. So make sure when you are cutting off the old
seat to cut the long way...and cut at an angle that will
allow you to peel off the reel seat. I sometimes cut in a
spiral all the way down the length of the seat. On the
plastic reel seats this is very easy to do and takes all of
5 minutes.

After peeling away the old seat, you will see some tape
and 2 little epoxy left on the blank. Light a candle and
hold the epoxy over the candle for a few seconds...this
makes the epoxy very brittle....You can then just scrape
at this with a serrated edged knife. Repeat this until you
have removed the majority of the epoxy and tape. Sand
the whole area with some rough sand paper until it is
semi-smooth.

Get some Duro Master Mend epoxy ($3) from the Home
Depot or Lowes store. You want the kind that sets in 20
minutes...not the quick set 6 minute stuff. You will need
a little time to work. Also, get some masking tape that
Continued on page 4

VIDEO TAPE LIBRARY RULES

® 2 tapes per person.

* $2 per tape per month.

® Return at fly tying classes, board
meetings, monthly meetings, etc. - to any
Board member.

$2 late fee per tape per month.

Will only be rented at monthly meetings.
First come first served.

Rented after meetings at coffee table.




Fly-Fishing on a Budget - continued from page 3

is about 1/2 to 3/4 of an inch wide. Wrap it in a few
places around the blank to provide a tight fit...like the
original seat had. Try to slip the reel seat over the tape
ensuring a good tight fit. When you are satisfied and you
feel no "wobble" between the seat and the blank, get
ready to mix the epoxy.

Mix it on a plastic plate according to the directions on
the tube...Gunk some of it around the blank and slide
the reel seat on until the first wrap of tape on the
blank....gunk some more on and slide it until the next
wrap of tape....and keep working until the reel seat is all
the way on....making sure that everything is lined up the
way it should be with the reel lining up well with the
first guide. Let it dry and Ta Da....You have a new reel

I have done this to a Pfleuger Summit, a Fenwick HMG,
and the Cabella’s Willow Creek all have turned out
perfectly!!!! It is an easy way to take a rod that cost
under $50 and make it look much more expensive...not
to mention that it makes me feel that my rod is a little
more "mine"!!!!

Fly Tying Tables:

I got a nice sized piece of Red Oak for a bench top then
went to Lowes, Homebuilders Warehouse, or Home
Depot and bought a pre-fab Cabinet base for $30-$40. It
is unfinished and has one drawer and two doors that can
be used to store plastic boxes of materials in. I got some
of these neat little metal brackets that are used to fasten
table tops and put the deal together. Finished it off with
a little stain and some high gloss polyurethane and Ta
Da....a fly tying bench....I saw some inexpensive
formica counter tops that would also do nicely for a top
if you wanted a more modern looking table top. I guess
you could even lay a piece formica right into the wood
table top to create a work space top, but that is more
work that I wanted to do.

QUIET SPORTS..
Complete Fly Fishing Outfitters
100 Main St., Collinswille, CT 06022 (860)693-2214

Kevin Pelletier John Marona

Hours. Mon -Tue -Wed. 10 am6 pm, ThurFn. 10 am-9 pm, Sal. 9 am-5 pm, Sun. 1am<4pm

Flytying:

I decided that in the interest of saving some bucks I
would get into tying some of my flies. Notice I said
some; I have learned from friends and free tying clinics
at some local shops to tie about 5 patterns that we use
here in Chattanooga 90% of the time. These five
patterns are the "Die Hards" for our area. So, I figure I
will learn how to tie them and purchase the other 10%
of my flies. I like a book called "The Art of Flytying"
by John Van Vliet. I tie the Elk Hair Caddis,
WollyBugger, Hare’s Ear Nymph, YellarHammer, and
BWO’s. Easy!!! Vise: Thompson Model A $40

So there you have it!!!! This is just one individual’s
outlook on bargain flyfishing equipment. I should call it
the Bargain Flyfishing Manifesto!!!

"I a fish takes it...We have it!"

COVEDGE

BAIT ® TACKLE e FLY SHOP
Rod & Reel Repair ® Custom Built Rods

(Newly Expanded Fly Fishing Department)

93 Watch Hill Road
Westerly, RI 02891

John Prigmore
(401) 348-8888

Classes & Seminars
CT River Guides

Live & Frozen Bait
Rod and Reel Repairs

Hartford Club Sport Center

"Connecticut's Fishing Outfitter"

Freshwater, Saltwater & Fly Fishing

554 Wethersficld Avenue

Hartford, CT 06114 (860) 296-0110

Bruce Wynn

| U THF Professional Taxidermist
\X/I LI) EI{NF’SS I;’().ZA Mv;uln“u_' I\'u«ulh
(':ONNEC’I‘ION ocky Hill, CT 06007

203/721-1584
Taxidermy Studio




HANDLING TROPHY GAME

A Complete Field Guide for handling trophy
fish and game. Packed with over 30
illustrations that take you step-by-step
through the field care process. Written by a
Professional Taxidermist, this easy to read
guide covers everything you need to know to
handle any type of trophy.

Money Back Guarantee!

To order your copy send $9.95 plus $2.95
S&H to: Goose House Publications
P.O. Box 2649, Dept 3
Meriden, CT 06450

Credit card orders call, 800-929-5844

A Bit of Velvet
by George Degen

It was Sunday afternoon, June 2nd, and most of CFFA’s
members had left for home, ending the first "Moorings"
weekend. At 4:30pm, my son Jeff and grandson Brad
wanted to make a few more casts before their 6:00pm
deadline for heading home.

The tide was nearly dead low, but still moving out. It
was the lowest I had ever seen Great Pond. Some casts
were made but nothing was moving. Suddenly my son
called to me, "Get over here, there’s a worm hatch
starting!" I went over to him and sure enough there were
worms all over the place. We captured some in our
stripping baskets. They ranged in size from 1 inch to 2%
inches, miniature sand worms. These critters were
swimming in the top foot of water and darted erratically
a foot or so at a time. By the way, they also bite. Their
color is a rusty red and they are black on both ends.

When I think of a worm hatch, I think of tiny squiggly
things. Not so; but I think "worm emergence” would
better describe what was taking place. Strangely enough,
there was nothing happening, not even an occasional
splash. We watched and made some casts. Nothing! Jeff
finally decided he had to get ready to leave, but he made
a parting comment, "Dad, when this chum line of worms
gets out into Vineyard Sound, the fish are going to swim
right up it and you’re going to have a ball. Sorry Brad
and I are going to miss it."

I went back to fishing shortly after six, the tide had
turned and true to his parting words, fish started

smacking the surface. I put on that Red Velvet Worm
pattern with the black head tied by Page Rogers and
given to me. (Thanks Page!) Activity increased and
shortly all hell broke loose.

[ was into fish and would hardly have released a fish
when I was into another. They ranged in size from 16"
to 24", but most were over 20". This went on for 2
hours with fish on almost all the time. Finally my arm
and shoulder were getting tired and I just up and quit. I
totalled 18 fish released with a few that were on and off,
or pulled out after a while.

I was fishing an intermediate line and upon casting, I
was mending up current letting it drift a few feet then I
would start an erratic retrieve. At this point the fish
would smash the fly and the battle was on.

This was the second worm hatch I was fortunate enough
to hit. I thought after reading Kenny Abrahms "Striper
Moon" that this phenomenon took place after dark. But
both times I’ve hit it, it was at least 2 or 3 hours before
dark and on an incoming tide. The first couple of hours
provided the most fantastic fishing. Phil Brunquel and
his son Chris happened along and I gave them the
pattern and they too caught fish.

Did this happen on the date of the full moon? No! I
believe it was two days after, and, get this, it happened
again on Monday night, a little later of course. May be
this worm hatch bit takes place over several nights.

I wasn’t there on Monday night, my wife and I went out
to dinner. However, Phil and his son, Chris, along with
new club member Bill May of Memphis, Tennessee, hit
it and had a great time. It was Bill’s first shot at the salt
and I'm afraid he is hopelessly hooked. Phil seems to
think Bill will fly up next June and join us on the Cape.
I got to talk to Bill quite a while and the reason he
joined our club was that he was so impressed with our
work with kids at Newington and the School for the
Deaf. Like Phil, he is a pediatric neurologist and they
met at a conclave, whereupon, finding out he was a fly
fisherman, Phil invited him to join us on the Cape. A
very nice guy, hope to see him next year.

437 Main Street
P.O. Box 1072
New Hartlord. CT 06057 Classic @ Cuslom

Tel, 203-738-3597

Hours
Sun® & Mon Closed
Tue. Wed 10am 6pm
Quality Fly Fishing Thurs 10am -8pm
& Fn -Sal 10am6pm

Fly Tying Supplies “open 10 am.-3 p.m. Apni June

-
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