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Organized "To Preserve and Promote the Pleasures and Traditions of Fly Fishing and to Conserve Game-Fish Waters."

MAY MEETING

Fly Fishing New York Rivers
Jack Smola

Come hear about fishing opportunities
which are not far away. New York is a state
with a long fly fishing heritage.

AND
Vinnie DiCioccio
Season on Connecticut River

Vinnie is a full time guide on the
Connecticut River, also a touring bass pro.
His television show, "Yankee Fishing" will
air on the SportsChannel starting July 28,
1996 at 8:00am and run until October 27,

1996. Vinnie’s program for us will be on
fly fishing the Connecticut River.

For information about "Yankee Fishing" or
Vinnie’s fishing guide service, call Yankee
Fishing, Ltd at (860) 231-7306

PLACE: Veterans Memorial Clubhouse
Sunset Ridge
East Hartford, CT

DATE: Wednesday, May 8

TIME: 7:05 pm

Note Earlier Starting Time!

MAY MEETING
STARTS EARLIER

Program Starts at
7:05 - there will be no fly tying
this month!

From the Vest of the President

Remember. There are no general club meetings
in June, July, or August.

Sorry about last month’s meeting. There was
nothing that could be done. The Veterans
Memorial wasn’t even scheduled to get its power back until
sometime Thursday. Much to my chagrin I found out that we
don’t have anything in place to notify our members if a
meeting is cancelled. I'm at work on the situation as I write,
and I’ll let you know the who, what, when and where in
September’s newsletter.

May’s meeting is going to be a little different. 1 know
everybody was disappointed about missing Vinnie
DiCioccio’s program on the Connecticut River, and we
certainly want to see Jack Smola’s program on New York
Rivers. So, were going to have them both this month. Jack’s
program will start promptly at 7:05. After Jack’s program,
we will have a short business meeting and our conservation
raffle, then Vinnie’s program. There won’t be any fly tying
demonstrations before the meeting.

I mentioned in one of the Vest articles about planning a fresh
water fishing trip. How do you guys feel about a trip to the
Deerfield River in Massachusetts? We can talk about it
briefly at the meeting.

A special thanks to Bob Quinn, our membership chairman.
I know it wasn’t easy to get used to a new computer system
and do all our membership renewals at the same time. Bob

is doing one hell of a good job. I hope he’s with us for a
few years.

The first Sunday of every month there’s a meeting at Jack
Smola’s fly shop in Enfield. Jack has a guest in to do slide
shows, a raffle and an informational discussion about fly
fishing. Last month’s discussion was about the super hatches.
The slide show was on the Deerfield River. I even won some
flies in the raffle. It’s a good time and there will be meetings
in June, July and August. It’s open to the public and there’s
no charge. Jack’s address and phone number are in his ad in
Lines and Leaders. Meetings start at 6pm.

I!'s April 15th. I've been fishing twice and got skunked both
times. I hate it when that happens.

See you next meeting,

Charlie Place
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Fly Fishing School - This year's school was another
success. 27 students participated this year. Five were
juniors. Everyone had a good time. Thanks go out to the
following for their help this year.

Gary Steinmiller
Charlie Place
Ermnie Boutiette

Dale Matthews
Jim Conaty
Dick Whitehead

Mark Philippe Myron Schulman

Gary Bogli Steve Hutnak

Ted Rzepski Phil Brunquell

Roger Plourde Jerry Wade

Jim Stack Don Rose

Tom Spiller Sean Hogan (club friend)

Membership - We are currently at 335 members which
is a good number for this time of year.
Ed.

Colonial Sports

Quality
e R — PRSI
——— O ———
ORVIS

Fine Fly Fishing Equipment & Sporting Firearms

Charles A. Connell, Jr
431 Fitchville Road
Bozrah, CT 06334

BUY — SELL — BARTER
(203) 889-4901

"The fishing was so good, I thought I was

there yesterday.”
Dave Engerbretson, 1994

Classes & Seminars
CT River Guides

Live & Frozen Bait
Rod and Reel Repairs

Hartford Club Sport Center

"Connecticut's Fishing Outfitter"

Freshwater, Saltwater & Fly Fishing

554 Wethersfield Avenue

Hartford, CT 06114 (860) 296-0110

COMING EVENTS

1 May 96
8 May 96

CFFA Board Meeting
CFFA Membership Meeting

Jack Smola & Vinnie DiCioccio
Club Trip, Falmouth Heights, Cape Cod 1-2 Jun 96

CFFA Board Meeting 5 June 96
Riversplash, Simsbury, 10am-6pm 8 June 96
12 June 96

Hearing, Inland Regulation Changes
DEP HQ, Hartford
Club Trip, Falmouth Heights, Cape Cod 15-16 June 96

CFFA Board Meeting 7 Aug 96
CFFA Board Meeting 4 Sept 96
CFFA Membership Meeting 11 Sep 96

Welcone

NEW MEMBERS!

The CFFA would like to welcome our new members.

David Vargas Rudolph W. Kindl
Doug Perham Neil E. Salowitz
Michael Paradis

Jim Quigley
Gordon Snyder

You folks are encouraged to participate in all the
activities CFFA has to offer. That way CFFA grows and
becomes more vibrant. If you have any questions or
suggestions please do not hesitate to approach any of the
board members listed on the last page. Your suggestions
regarding the Lines & Leaders are most welcomed.
Ed.

Store Hours:
Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat.;
9 am -6 pm
Thurs. & Fri.:9 am - 9 pm
Sun:9am-Spm

FIELD & STREAM
ESY. 1930

We have been outdoor enthusiasts
since 1959. Cubeta's is the largest outfitter
in Conneticut specializing in:

« FLY FISHING  « RELOADING

« HUNTING * BLACK POWDER
« ARCHERY * AIRGUNS

* SAFES « CLOTHING

« KNIVES * GIFTWARE

« SPORTS ART

« VIDIOS-BOOKS

+ SEMINARS

« NEW AND USED
ANTIQUE FIREARMS

Fly tying classes starting in January
Fresh and Saltwater
call for details

157 Meriden Road, Rt. 66
Middlefield, CT 06455
203-347-4353
1-800-CUBETA'S

J FULL LINE DEALER




HOP RIVER FLY SHOP
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LARGE SELECTION OF MATERIALS FOR THE FLY TYER

RODS. REELS. WADERS, BOOKS, FLIES, ETC

GENE MONTY
518 HOP RIVER ROAD
BOLTON, CT. 06043

T.W TH, FR, 400-900
SAT 9.00-500
(203) 643-4642

FISHING CONDITIONS
HOTLINE NUMBERS
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Willimantic River, Farmington River and Connecticut in
General 664-3688 (CFFA)
738-7327 (FRAA)
248-8616 (HFFA)
824-7861 (NU)

Farmington River
Housatonic River

Housatonic River Flow

Fly-fishing Barnstable Restores the Soul by David C. Churbuck

Reprinted from "The Barnstable Patriot"

Fly-fishing is to Barnstable what baseball is to Fenway
Park. The two go classically well together and are good
institutions that restore one’s soul in the great outdoors.

From the backwaters of Sandy Neck’s great salt marsh
to the flats of Oregon Beach in Cotuit, Barnstable is one
of the world’s greatest destinations for serious
fly-fishers. Kettle ponds from Santuit to Hyannis offer
up freshwater sport throughout the year; and some of the
most unique stream fishing in the world for sea run
brown trout is only a short drive away in Mashpee and
Sandwich.

Saltwater fly-fishing has caught on as one of the most
challenging angling methods available to a dedicated
angler. It combines the quiet grace of traditional stream
fishing with the vast wildness of the ocean. The fish -
bluefish and striped bass are the local staples - are
astonishing fighters on a light fly rod, providing an
experience found nowhere else in the sport.

The action begins in late April and early May when the
first small striped bass, or schoolies, begin to forage in
the harbors and salt rivers along the south side of the
Cape. Good places to meet these first spring arrivals is
Cotuit, Dowses Beach in Osterville and the Centerville
River. Any pleasant spring evening when the tide is
ebbing will find a few fly-fishers catching and releasing
schoolies by the score. To make the sport mean even
more, some anglers tag their fish for the American
Littoral Society, tracking the progress of the
once-threatened gamefish as it recovers from the insults
of overfishing and pollution.

A week or so into May, the real swimming sign of
summer - the battling bluefish - makes its debut, again
on the south side. These fish are chasing squid, their
preferred springtime meal, and feed furiously along the
south side, particularly on the flats south of Cotuit.
Catching a bluefish on a fly rod has been compared by
one fishing writer as an experience comparable to
sticking one’s arms into pure electricity.

Spring fishing peaks in June and begins to slow down a
bit in July and August as water temperatures rise and the
fish move offshore to the rips of Nantucket Sound or the
Great Outer Beach. Late in the summer, when those
temperatures are at their peak, flyfishing from a boat can
yield an Atlantic bonito or false albacore, astonishingly
fast-swimming mini-tunas that are perhaps the best
fighting fish of all in our waters.

Continued on page 4

VIDEO TAPE LIBRARY RULES

® 2 tapes per person.

* $2 per tape per montb.

* Return at fly tying classes, board
meetings, monthly meetings, etc. - to any
Board member.

$2 late fee per tape per month.

Will only be rented at monthly meetings.
First come first served.

Rented after meetings at coffee table.




Fly-Fishing Barnstable - continued from page 3

The north side of town, in Barnstable Harbor, begins to
attract striped bass by the middle of May. Bluefish arrive
a bit later, as both species are sensitive to water

temperatures, and the north side is generally colder than
the south.

Fall months are the peak fishing time for Cape Cod, as
the stripers and blues fatten up on baitfish before
migrating south for the winter. From Cotuit - where
immense 20 pound bluefish can be heard attacking
schools of menhaden - to the marshes of Barnstable
Harbor — where bass chase eels among the floats of
Millway Marina — the fall is, for many anglers, the high
point of the fishing year. Most of the fun ends by
Thanksgiving.

One attraction of fly-fishing our local waters: a boat isn’t
necessary. Fishing is one of the few activities permitted
below the mean low water line of the Massachusetts
coast; respect and courtesy for private property rights
and the habit of bringing along a trash bag to collect
other people’s trash goes a long way toward building
good relations between intrepid anglers and property
owners.

Exercise caution while wading at night and only do so in
familiar waters. Saltwater fishing can turn from a
tranquil to a terrifying experience with one misstep.

For more information, visit one of the local shops that
cater to fly-fishers. The Fly Shop in West Barnstable,
Sports Port in Hyannis, and the Goose Hummock Shop
on the Hyannis/West Yarmouth line are good places to
get equipped and gather the latest intelligence on where
the fish are.

"If a fish takes it...We have it!"
COVEDGE

BAIT ® TACKLE e FLY SHOP
Rod & Reel Repair ® Custom Built Rods

(Newly Expanded Fishing Department)

John Prigmore
(401) 348-8888

93 Watch Hill Road
Westerly, RI 02891

"There is no use in your walking five miles
to fish when you can depend on being just

as unsuccessful near bome."
Mark Twain, 1875

FOR SALE

COLUMBIA VEST - 22 zip or velcro
pockets, fleece-lined neck, 60-40 blend, tan.

Zip-off bottom section - converts to shorty
vest. Size Large. Barely used. Reg $75-$85.
Selling for $25. Call 860-742-6452.

"Assessing Water Quality" -
Winning Science Fair Project

Amy Brunquell, CFFA member, from the Gideon Wells
Middle School recently conducted a science project
called "Assessing Water Quality." The project
investigated the cleanliness of the Willimantic and
Hockanum Rivers. [I wonder which one was cleaner?
Ed.] Amy was a Finalist at the CT State Fair. She
placed first in the Audubon Division receiving the
Audubon high environment merit and placed fourth in
Biological Sciences. Amy attributed her inspiration for
the project to her fly fishing experiences. Amy is
another CFFA member contributing to the rich heritage
of fly fishing.

Amy, we are quite proud of you.

Bruce Wynn

THE Professional Taxidermist

WILDERNESS
CONNECTION

Taxidermy Studio

262A Meadow Road
Rocky Hill, CT 06067
203/721-1584

437 Main Streel
P.O. Box 1072
New Hartlord, CT 06057 Classic & Custom

"y Shop
RET
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Tel. 203-738-3597

Sun?® & Mon
Tue -Wed 10am-6pm
Quality Fly Fishing Thurs 10am -8pm
& Fr -Sat 10am-6pm
Fly Tying Supplies *open 10 am -3 p.m. April-June
SE e




| HANDLING TROPHY GAME

A Complete Field Guide for handling trophy
fish and game. Packed with over 30
illustrations that take you step-by-step
through the field care process. Written by a
Professional Taxidermist, this easy to read
guide covers everything you need to know to
handle any type of trophy.

Money Back Guarantee!

To order your copy send $9.95 plus $2.95
S&H to: Goose House Publications
P.O. Box 2649, Dept 3
Meriden, CT 06450

Credit card orders call, 800-929-5844

From the Bench of Paul Beaudreau

Olive Foam Dragon

Hook: Dry#8

Thread: Olive 6/0

Tail: Olive Marabou
Underbody: Olive Yarn (Aunt Lydia’s)
Overbody: Olive foam

The olive dragons are found mainly in ponds and lakes
and are quite large. Trout love them as do a lot of other
types of fish. The nymphs are predators and swim quite
well. Over the years, I have tied and tried several
patterns to imitate these large insects. They all produced
some action but they all had a common problem that
made them quite frustrating to fish with for any amount
of time. They all ended up on the bottom dragging
weeds etc.

The Foam Dragon likes to float and only goes under
water when pulled down with a sinking line. Use at least
4’ of 4lb test tippet. The Fly will keep it suspended in
the water. I cast out 40’ to 60’ and let the line sink for
2 minutes with no action applied to the line. Keep the
rod tip around 2" from the surface of the water. About
20% of the strikes will be while sinking. The higher
your rod is from the water the harder it is to detect a
take on the fly. If your rod is 2’ above the water and the
line twitches 1" you will have trouble seeing it, plus the
higher off the water your line is the more the wind will
confuse you with false takes. Start your retrieve with one
6" strip every 10 seconds. A lot of strikes are just visual
but some are fierce so hang on to that rod. My first
afternoon was great, I landed and released 34 trout and

missed a bunch. Don’t expect to do this good all the
time, some days you may only get 20. Seriously though,
this is a good fish getter and easy to tie.

My friend Jan Broga tied this fly in brown and did quite
well in streams with it. Both are tied the same way with
different colors.

® You can buy the foam in white sheets at fly shops.

® Cut 1/4" wide strips and color both sides and edges
with an olive permanent marker.

e Secure the thread to the hook and tie in a 2" tail of
marabou, should be quite full (40 to 50 fibers). This
forms the abdomen of the fly.

® Now tie in a piece of foam 1/4" wide and colored
olive.

e Apply the foam by squeezing it around the hook
shank and wrapping it securely with thread from 1/8"
from the eye, down to the tie down area of the
marabou tail.

® The foam should be tied in so that it lays flat over the
tail.

® Tie in a piece of olive yarn and wrap forward to 1/8"
from the eye.

® Trim off yarn and secure with thread.

® Add legs if you wish, fold the foam forward and tie
down with 6 or 8 turns of thread.

® Lift the foam back towards the tail and wrap a nice
thread head on the fly and tie off.

® Bring the foam back forward and cut it off squarely
1/8" past the eye of the hook.

® Trim the foam head by removing the pointed edge
and tapering some.

® Touch up with an olive marker

® Eyes can be put on with a fine tip black marker by
sticking the tip in the side of the head and turning.

«vv

What Is An Aftershaft?

by Paul Beaudreau

On the Scrap Fly pattern, (March 96, Lines & Leaders)
an aftershaft is used. I used to call them scrap feathers.
Some call them gimp quills and some call them
filoplumes. To find these, all you need to do is pluck
some body feathers from any partridge, quail, grouse or
pheasant. When you do you will notice a small fluffy
feather 1% to 3" long stuck to the base of the stem on
the rear part of the body feather. That is an aftershaft
and they should all be saved. They have many uses.
Sometimes I find some nice ones of different colors tied
in with strung saddle hackle.




Charlie Place’s Cape Cod Fly

Thread:  Brown

Hook: #1 or #1/0 - #34007 or Eagle Claw #254 or
#25455

Body: None

Wing: 4 Dark Brown dyed Grizzly Hackles tied in
from eye of hook and not as a tail - 3 each
Side Copper Krystal Flash.

Head: Dark Brown Deer Tail or Substitute tied in
as on a Deceiver
Eyes: White with black center

Charlie Page, Gary Steinmiller, and Jerry Wade had
terrific luck on this fly!

Ernie Boutiette

LOOK!

Here’s a tip - If you don’t have a dark
brown dyed bucktail, check your white
bucktail as often the top is dark brown,
which is what I use.

Bend down all barbs and save our
striper stock. E.B.
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Special Thanks...

Special thanks to Tom Spiller from the East Hartford
Fire Department. Tom made the necessary arrangements
to make the pond available for the CFFA Fly Casting

class.
Ed.

WHERE THE TROUT ARE BIG AND HUNGRY!
FUN FOR ALL AGES - AVID OR NOVICE
No license required « No limits
ROD RENTALS & BAIT AVAILABLE

BY RESERVATION ONLY

opcen ice out (early March)
Call (860) 267-0448

Colchester, CT
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4 525 per session plus | _—
$5.75perpound | wors_~_~

4 Children under 12 ! o ,/i 3 < WILLIMANTIC
admitted (ree with e MARLBOROUGH
paying adult ! "RANBOWPOND"  COLCHESTER

4 You must keep what

you caich except New Lo:)cw
flyfishing with NEW HAVEN A s
barbless hooks /_/L""f’\' )
+G A W
SR g 4 $5.00 off - weekdays

JOHN'S CUSTOM TACKLE'S

229-64462

CUSTOM FLIES & RODS
FLY TYING MATERIAL
ROD REPAIR
CUSTOM HUNTING ARROWS

MILL RIVER FLY SHOP
3549 WHITNEY AVENUE
HAMDEN, CT 06518
EVERYTHING FOR THE FLY
FISHERMAN, FLY TYER

Monday - Friday 10:00 - 6:00
Saturday 10:00 - 5:00

GABRIEL MACARE March - June
(203) 248-7850 Monday - Friday 10:00 - 7.00

S M T Daily 10 am -9 pm
& i Rk qp Sat. 9am-5 pm
Fly Tying oo

Matcerials

Quict Sports, Ing

Cortland « Onvis « Seott » Sage “

95 Union St., Bastol, CT 06010 \ )
l ) e L) ti’, Kevin Pelleticr

203389-18 11 |
I\ John Marona




CUSTOM BUILT FLY RODS J erry Wade Albacore F ly

SAGE « ORVIS « LOOMIS » FENWICK « POWEL

J;;i(‘;k Smola Hook: 1/0 or smaller #34007, or Eagle Claw #254
+ ‘ cars f\]jrnunrr Thread: White
NNECTICUT HISHING, Tail: 3/4" of 1/8" wide white rabbit strip

CERTIFIED CONNECTICUT FISHING INSTRUCTION i
Body: Silver or pearl tinsel - try both

Wing: A very small bunch of polar bear fish hair.
About a dozen pearl flashabou - small size.

Farmington ¢ Dcerfield » Westfield Rivers

CALL (203) 763-1856
483 Hazard Avenuc » Enfield. CT 06082

FLY FISHING EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE A very small bunch of polar bear fish hair.
ROD BUILDING CASTING « FLYTYING INSTRUCTION About 10 copper or gold krystal flash -

— copper is better, but try both.
Eyes: Paste on eyes. Silver with black center or

white with black center.

KWy Fistiog & Erec + Live Bant This fly imitates a Bay Anchovy which is about 1'% to
Ptk Eqpenent YpeiShun 2" long and very slim. Also caught bass and blues on
this fly. This fly should be tried with an epoxy body as
an alternative to the above pattern.

Ernie Boutiette

1340 John Fitch Bivd. (Rt. 5)

South Windsor, Connecticut 06074 r 1:
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® City State Zip i

"A full line ORVIS dealer" Tel.(h) (work) |

! PLEASE CHECK A COMMITTEE YOU ARE NOW

1 4 .

200 West Main Street i ON OR WISH TO BE ON: i

Route 44 O conservation [ Program [ ndoor Facil. E

Avon, CT 06001 (860) 678-8050 O Education [ publicity ~ [J Membership

O Fund Raising O Banquet O Legislative E

O Secretarial duties i

o 1

DUES STRUCTURE: i

, (3 Junior (Under 16)  $ 5.00 :

-t L O Regular $1500 TOTAL g

—— = 1

“THE FISH CONNECTION 0 supponting $25.00  ENCLOSED: 5

Fresh & Salt Waler Bait & Tackle O Contributing $ 50.00 b !

Fly Tying Materials & Fly Fishing Accessories : '

Fresh & Salt Water Guide Services E D Life $200.00 E

)

127 Route 12 e e
Preston, CT 06365 (203) 885-1739

LOCATED ON THE THAMES RIVER




Board of Directors e L
The Connecticut Fly Fishermen’s Association,
Presid Home Office Inc. is organized "To Preserve and Promote the
Tesidont Charles Place 623-9912 Pleasures and Tradition of Fly Fishing and to
Acn.vmes - VP Larry Johnson 246-0728 418-6149 Conserve Game-Fish Waters." CFFA
Envnror!mcnt - VP Kurt Jagielow 649-3681 649-3681 membership meetings are held on the second
Promotion - VP Ed Fidrych 342-1173 566-8241 Wednesday of each month, September through
Recording Secretary Ted Rzepski 561-3475 243-9761 May. Meetings are held at the Veterans’
Legal Secretary Mark Levy 232-1666 Memorial Clubhouse, Sunset Ridge Drive, East
Treasurer Don Rose 688-4414 Hartford, CT.
Advisory Board Joe D’Addario 568-5035 289-6427 . : -
Advisory Board Gary Bogli 649-4227 648-5030 "Lines and Leaders" is the official publication
Advisory Board Elmer Latham 742-6584 565-7841 of the Connecticut Fly Fishermen’s Association,
i Inc. and is distributed to its membership and
Ad : e
Ba:lioe:yCio?rd 5“‘ Parkany 643-9819 280-1844 allies of conservation. Business card ads may be
o q hairman acant placed at a cost of $5 per ad or $40 for 9
onservation (;halrman Vacant g months. CFFA members may place for-sale or
Education _Chfurman Gary Steinmiller 563-0040 280-2396 want ads of a non-commercial nature without
lndqor I:‘acnhues. Chm Vacant charge. Newsletter correspondence should be
Legislative Chairman Vin Ringrose 828-4642 225-6064 sent to Lynn & Mike Stewart, 10 Bradley
Membership Chairman Bob Quinn 653-3036 269-7310 Brook, North Granby, CT 06060. Change of
Newsletter Editors Lynn/Mike Stewart  653-4203 654-4288 address notices should be sent to CFFA, P.O.
Program Chairman Vacant Box 380260, Silver Lane, East Hartford, CT
Publicity Chairman Ed Fidrych 342-1173  566-8241 06138-0268.
CFFA Hotline John Springer 664-3688
MAY MEETING: Vinnie DiCioccio, CT River Fishing AND
Jack Smola, Fly Fishing New York Rivers - MAY 8, 1996
Copy Deadline: Second Wednesday of month previous to publication
oNE€TCur - Connecticut Fly Fishermen’s Association, Inc. FIRST CLASS
& % P.O. Box 380268 S
3 & Silver Lane o
eomen's +®  East Hartford, CT 06138-0268 NO. GRANBY CT
06060
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