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SEPTEMBER MEETING

Featuring Art Brodie, Alias "The Black
Ghost"

At the meeting Art will have a show on fly
fishing in the Northeast. Those of you who
attended last year’s show will remember his
great Fly Fishing Tips Program. Art has
published several magazine articles and was
once the subject of a Sports Illustrated
article.

PLACE: Veteran’s Memorial Hall, Sunset

Ridge, E. Hartford

DATE:  Wednesday, September 11

TIME:  Fly Tying - 7:00 pm
Program - 7:30 pm

COMING EVENTS

CFFA Board of Directors Meeting 4 Sep 91

Hebron Harvest Fair 5-8 Sept 91
CFFA Membership Meeting 11 Sept 91
Fed. of Fly Fishers, NE. Council  13-15 Sept

91 Conclave, Hershey, PA
CFFA Board of Directors Meeting 2 Oct 91
2nd Annual Fall Festival, E. Hartford 20 Oct
CFFA Trip, Salmon River, NY 1-2 Nov 91
CFFA Fly Tying & Rod Building Schools
3, 10, 17, 24, 21 Jan 92, 7 Feb 92
Worcester Fishing & Outdoor Expo6-10 Feb 92
Theodore Gordon Flyfishers Show 9 Mar 92
CFFA Fly Fishing School 5; 12,19,
Mar 92, TBD Apr 92, TBD May 92

DON’T FORGET ... There’s still

time to put the HEBRON
HARVEST FAIR

S 2

on your calendar!
September 5 - 8

.If you would like to help at this

event, please call Larry Johnson at
246-0728.

From the Vest of the President

Welcome back to another year of CFFA
programs and activities. As I'm writing
this trout fishing has been pretty slow but
several members have reported success
" with smallmouth bass. Quite a few
members have had a chance to do some fishing in
places like Maine, Alaska, and Martha’s Vineyard and
I'm looking forward to hearing some good fish stories
and maybe a program or two from their adventures.

The Hebron Harvest Fair (September 5-8) may very
well be underway when you receive this, so if you’re
in the area come to the Fair and drop by our booth.
We offered a year’s membership in CFFA along with
a free enrollment in a fly tying or fly fishing class at
last year’s Civic Center Fishing Show. The winner
drawn at the May meeting was Mr. David Destefano
of Middletown. Congratulations Dave. We'll look
forward to seeing you at our monthly meetings. We
plan on having a similar drawing at the Hebron Fair.

Remember that we've moved our Rod Building Class
from this September to next January. It seems like a
long way off, but it will be here before you know it.
Combining rod building with our fly tying schools will
give us more time to advertise the class and as a side
benefit will also provide a savings on our rental
expenses.

I'm pleased to note that our club trip to the Salmon
River in November is a sell-out. I hope the fish are as
enthusiastic as our members. For those who missed
out this time we may be offering another trip next
Spring. For those who have some time available to
help out the club, we still have a few openings on the
Board, and the banquet planning group will be gearing
up for the next Annual Banquet. If you are interested,
speak to any Board member at the September meeting
or give us a call at the numbers listed in this
newsletter.

Tight lines,

Larry Johnson



JOHN'S CUSTOM TA CKLE'S
229-6462

CUSTOM FLIES & RODS
FLY TYING MATERIAL
ROD REPAIR
CUSTOM HUNTING ARROWS

tiome 5839714
Husiness 5891844

Ty Tying Materials

Cortland Certified Pro Shop
Authorized Orvis Dealer

O HOURS
Jpm o0 pm
al 10am loSHpm
o Ly gpponiment

WOl Stockman
Q5 Uron Stexet

Busiol, C.onnechcu 06010

CATCH THE FISH OF YOUR DREAMS
In Pulaski, NY

We'll show you how!
Great Lakes Fly Fishing
Classcs begin September

Myron Schulman
236-8474

Mark Phillipe
236-7029

\ 21C Sevmour Rd . E Granby CT06026  (203)651 8402

E.F ROBERTS

CUSTOM RODMAKER
SPLIT CANE FLY RODS

in the tradition of the old masters

FRESH & SALTWATER GRAPHITE FLY RODS
COMPLETE GRAPHITE ROD KITS & COMPONENTS

“E.F. Roberts, builds a custom rod to fit the

specifications and desires of a customer ™
— New York Times

SEND FOR FREE CATALOG

CFFA is making a donation to the Atlantic
Salmon Federation’s Lee Wulff Conservation

Fund.

The club is also contributing to the East Hartford
Park Department for the 2nd Annual Fall
Festival at Great River Park on 20 October.

The local media has been carrying reports of
"impressive catches of trout” in some area waters.
Trout, both rainbow and brown, up to 22% inches
and four pounds, 9 ounces have been reported.
Some of these waters include the West Branch of
the Farmington River, Sandy Brook, the
Blackberry River and in the Colebrook Reservoir
on the West Branch of the Farmington River.

The Salmon River, NY trip sure sold out quickly.
Sorry if you weren’t able to go. Maybe next time.
Rumor has it there may be a late spring or early
summer trip. Keep a look out in future issues of
the Lines and Leaders.

Members will be working on the Rearing Pool
some day in August or September. Contact Dale
Matthews if you are interested.

The club will be sending two people to the FFF's
Northeastern Council Conclave in Hershey, PA.
Ed.

"“Super flshery.great people, export advice!"
- Joe Humphreys

FLYFISHING Is alive & wali
on (he SALMON RIVER!

All winter, all spring,
all STEELHEADI

3;91'3; | c31$> 298-5763

Co. RL. 2A, PO Box 612, Pulaski NY 13142

~

¢ 10% TU lodging discount ®




Bright Flies - Big Salmon
by Fran Verdoliva

It seems that when the spring steelhead season is just
over we start thinking about the tremendous run of
Pacific salmon, chinook salmon in particular, that will
bg taking place sooner than we realize in the Salmon
vacr. For those of us who are not actively involved
in the summer troll fishery on the lake, and without
summer runs of Atlantic salmon or skamania
steelhead in the Salmon River, the chinooks offer the
next viable fishery to hold us over till the winter run
of steelhead.

f’lyﬁshing for chinook salmon is still in its infancy and
is often disregarded by flyfishermen who do not
understand the habits of this species when it enters its
natal rivers to spawn. Even in its native habitat on
the west coast the chinook until recently was seen as
best fished for with spinning and casting gear in
conjunction with deep diving plugs, heavy wobbling
spoons, and egg sacs the size of golf balls. The fact
that these fish were often times found in extremely
fast and deep water made the flyfishermen doubt the
practicality of attempting to fish for this species. Then
a general attitude that this species was maybe a step
or two lower on the desirability scale as compared to
the Atlantic salmon, steelhead or coho kept some

away from the sport.

From practical experience I would rather fish for
steelhead, but there is nothing undesirable about
fishing for chinook salmon. I can also say from
experience that of all the species available in the
Salmon River, the chinook is the easiest caught. I do
not plan to discuss or debate here the endless
controversy that you cannot legitimately catch
chinooks except by snagging, or that any salmon
caught in the mouth is snagged or lined in the mouth.
Simply put, discussions of this sort are hogwash. All
fish are capable of being enticed to strike, even if it is

not a feeding response.

Why is the chinook the casiest to catch? It’s simple
mathematics - there are more of them than any other
species running the river. If the annual return rate
varies between 10 and 18%, and the river is stocked
with 600,000 salmon, then you can expect from 60,000
to 108,000 salmon returning. That doesn’t count
natural reproduced fish and strays returning. Crowd
that many salmon into 13 miles of river and you set
up conditions that make these fish very aggressive.
Just look at a chinook and they look mean. All these
fish will become territorial looking for resting and
spawning areas, and the males in particular will be
very aggressive in obtaining dominance over other
males when finding spawning mates.

If you think that catching fish that average 20 Ibs (f:an
exceed 40 Ibs), that can strip out 200 yards of backing
and flyline, and make you feel like you have wrappgd
your line around the axle of a Mack Truck is exciting,
then you should try for chinooks on a fly rod.

WHAT DO YOU NEED?

Fly rods should be from 9’ to 10, for 9/10 weight
lines, in conjunction with 15 Ib tippets. This is not
delicate fishing. My noodle fly rod concept with
running lines for steelhead is out of place when it
comes to chinooks. Although running lines with split
shot can be used effectively to dead drift flies to
chinooks, I have had running lines break with
chinooks. I therefore prefer recommended rod line
weights in floating lines. The casts are not long and
split shot is not as much of a nuisance in these
casting situations. I also recommend two sinking tip
lines for chinook fishing - the Teeny Nymph 5’ sink
tip for riffle section fishing, and the Teeny Nymph 24’
tip for the large deep holes. The floating line with
split shot is best for pocket water fishing. Your reel
should have capacity for a minimum of 150 yards
backing and a strong disc drag system.

Since leader requirements on the Salmon River for
sinking lines do not allow for short leaders, 6’
minimum requirement, I recommend the Sue Burgess
6 braided sinking leaders in the L16 and L.24 range,
to attach to the Teeny Nymph Lines. This will keep
the fly down with the sink tip.

The most important thing is what fly should you be
using for chinooks? My theory is that 90% of your
flies should be the biggest, ugliest most fluorescent
creations you can come up with, but 5% should
consist of dull and natural colored nymphs, and the
remaining 5% egg type patterns in various colors. My
number one pick is the Comet and Boss style fly.
These flies incorporate long tails, long hackles and
bead chain eyes to help them sink and also give
motion to the fly. Coles Comet, Orange, Black,
Fluorescent Pink and Chartreuse Boss, my own
creation the Catfish Comet and King Comet all take
chinooks consistently in sizes 2 to 8. Large Wooly
Buggers and Egg Sucking Leeches with a touch of
crystal flash or flashabou in them work great. The
Frammus is also a top producer. Large stonefly
nymphs, Teeny Nymphs and Nix’s Wooly Specials are
effective. Egg patterns such as Double Egg Sperm Fly,
Glo Bugs and single egg patterns especially take fish
on the spawning beds and if you really want to break
tradition, add some Anise Oil for scent.




Where and when should you fish? The season starts
August 15 on the Salmon River. If water flows are
sufficient, bright silver chinooks in the lower stretches
can be caught daily. This is excellent pocket water
fishing. Look for fish hiding behind boulders and
rocks, cast with a quartering, downstream approach,
mending the line to allow the fly to reach sufficient
depth and swing into the pocket. This is excellent
Comet Fly water. If the water is low fish the pools
with a floating line, dead drift the fly, and at the end
of the drift strip the fly back in a slow retrieve.

Don’t set the hook on everything you feel or you will
constantly snag fish. Chinooks are notoriously light
hitters, but the telltale signs of a true take are that
the fly will stop, there will be a slight pull like a leaf
hitting your line, then a very dramatic head shake
with the head coming to the surface, and then turning
and making a violent run down stream. Ninety-nine
point nine percent (99.9%) of the time if the fish
jumps or runs upstream with a strange sound and
angle to your line the fish is foul-hooked. Point the
rod at the fish and the fly will pull out or break off.
There is no need to waste your time trying to pull
one in from the tail or side, when there are thousands
of other fish to be caught.

As the season progresses you gradually move up river
with the fish. I feel the peak of the run is the last of
September and beginning of October with the fish
then remaining in the river into early Nove ™V~ ght
on the beds. You need a rod that can move them.
The nice thing about fishing the spawning beds is that
there is a good chance of hooking steelhead and
brown trout feeding on salmon eggs behind the beds.

THINGS NOT TO DO

Chinooks are very tolerant but you cannot step right
on top of them. Avoid crowds, yes it is possible - fish
high water and weekdays. Fish early morning and late
in the day when fish are anxious to move to the beds.
If you have fished a fish to your own exhaustion and
it will not hit, move onto other fish. If you keep
trying the same fish you may get it to hit, you may
spook it, but more likely you will end up foul
hooking it. That’s a waste of time when there are
plenty of other fish available. If you stay a couple
hundreds of yards away from the crowds, fishing above
or below them, they will send you plenty of fish via
their pressure. Above all else, don’t let anyone tell
you that you can't catch these chinooks legally. The
only way you can’t catch these fish legally is if you
don’t fish for them. Catch my drift.

Here are a few recipes for flies. Hooks used are Eagle
Claw 1197 Nickle Salmon/Steelhead.
Coles Comet - Tail: Long Fluorescent Yellow Calf

4 Mon Thru Fri 10-7

Tail

Egg Sucking Leech - Tail: Black Marabou and Crystal
Flash

Sizes 2-4 Body: Black or Purple Estaze m
Hackle: Palmered Purple or Black

Head: Fluorescent Orange or Pink Chenille Egg
King Comet - Tail: 6 Strands Fluorescent Green
Fishair

Sizes 2-8 Body: Copper Braid

Wing: White Fishair, with Lime Green Lure

Flash or Crystal Flash over the top

Head: Fluorescent Orange Chenille head shaped like
muddler head with bead chain eyes tied in.

A¢B SPORT SHOP

MR ITIN

MUZZLE LOADING

(N RTTSTEY

FRESH AND SALT WATER

1200 7210052

1000 HARTFORAD TEKE  RT 30 VEANON. CONN O6GO66

HOP RIVER IFILY SHOP

I

LARGE SELECTION OF MATCRIALS FOR THE FLY TYER

RODS. REELS WADERS BOOKS FLIES C1C

T W TH FR_400-900
SAT 900-500
{203) 643-4642

GENE MONTY
518 HOP RIVER ROAD
BOLTON. CT 06043

Fly Fishing & Black
Powder Equipment

Clarke & Clarke, Ltd.

<

1340 John Fitch Bivd. (Rt. 5)
South Windsor, Connecticut 06074
Rod & Reel Reparr Phone (203) 289-0074

Guns & Ammo Lisning Teckae

Fresh & Sali water

Ml ver Ily Shop

3549 Whitney Avenue. Hamden . 248-7850

Sat 10-5; Closed Sunday




Palmers, Hackles, and
Other Strange Notions

==, The article here last month had quick response from
w  readers.

Qne reader was kind enough to let me know the
history of the Tellico Nymph that I wrote about in
the last issue. Apparently, the Tellico was originated
by Rev. Edwin T. Dalstrom for use on the Tellico
River in Tennessee.

’I’he ‘reader also advises that Rex Gerlach’s 1978
Edl'llon of "preative Fly Tying and Fly Fishing" lists
various versions of the Tellico. For instance, the
shellback can be peacock herl, pheasant tail fibers or
turkey quill segment. The tail can be brown hackle

barbules, scarlet hackle barbules or Guinea Hen
fibers. The body materials may vary as a function of
the regional area from yellow floss to yellow yarn (the
original?) to yellow chenille. The only items that
appear to be common are the peacock herl ribbing
and the brown hackle legs (collar).

I've been given a few challenges by the readership. T'll
save these for future issues. That gives me time to
figure out the answers!

If you have any requests for a specific pattern, tying
technique or tying questions in general, I will do my
best to answer them in the Lines & Leaders. You
may get in touch will me by sending your questions or
requests to me, The Royal Footman, c/o Editor -
Lines & Leaders.

437 Main Street
PO.Box 1072
New Hartford. CT 06057 'Tassic &5 Cuslom

l"l y TOP

Tel 203 738 3597

Hours
Sun® & Mon Closed
i lue Wed 10am 6pm
Quality Fly Fishing Thurs 10am 8pm
& Fri Sat 10am 6pm
Fy Tying Supplies “open 10am 3 pm Apnl June

- ‘A % N

DAVID E. FOLEY
Bookseller

New, used, out of print, scarcc angling litcrature

Books bought and sold
Specializing in flyfishing and saltwater

By Appointment

76 Bonnyview Road
203 561-0783

West Hartford, Connecticut 06107

(203) 859-1454

Oakdale Gun & Fly Sho
GUNS. TACKI E AND LIVE BAIT ‘

RFD #2. RT B2 & 163 ‘\
OAKDALE, CT 06370

CLIFF

(203) 292-6551
(STORE)

(203) 623-8752
(HOME )

Whovehoad
CUSTOM FLY TYING

PERSONAL INSTRUCTION IN
CASTING AND FLY TYING

FLY TYING SUPPLIES
ART AND BOOKS
RODS AND REELS

RICHARD WHITEHEAD
95A MAIN STREET
BROAD BROOK. CT 06016

MCMBERSHIP FORM

EDUCATION. .
FUND RAISING...

SUPPORTING. ..$25.....

NAME........ sessansne esevuesasDATE s e.00nn0e0nes NEW.....
STREET . veveenesasosancnnconnans RENEW.....
CITV...... o Srauewesin aiAtE, 8000 STATE...... ZIP: s s o CHANGE.....
HOME PHONE........ ++BUS.PHONE..ccovvunnn OCCssnivnamiummiuinms o

COMMITEE: CONSERVATION....PROGRAM....INDOOR FACIL....
..PUBLICITY....MEMBERSHIP..
.SECRETARIAL DUTIES..

DUES STRUCTURE: JUNIOR (UNDER 16)...$5 REGULAR...
CONTRIBUTING....%$50....

. .BANQUET....
..LEGISLATIVE......

o100
LIFE...$200...




Board of Directors

President

Activities - VP
Environment - VP
Promotion - VP
Recording Secretary
Legal Secretary
Treasurer

Advisory Board
Advisory Board
Advisory Board
Advisory Board
Banquet Chairman
Conservation Chairman
Education Chairman
Indoor Facilities Chm
Legislative Chm
Membership Chm
Newsletter Editors
Program Chairman
Publicity Chm
CFFA Hotline

Larry Johnson

Kurt Jagiclow
Dale Matthews
Tony Simmons

Mike Stewart
Joe D’Addario
Gary Bogli
Elmer Latham
Ken Parknay

Gary Steinmiller
Richard Lerche
Vin Ringrose
Dave Harduby

Lynn/Mike Stewart

Mark Philippe
Ed Fidrych
Dave Harduby

Home
246-0728

649-3222
875-2033
646-6839

653-4203
568-5035
649-4227
742-6584
643-9819

667-2989
666-3867
828-4642
634-3031
653-4203
236-7029
342-1173
237-2010

Office
725-3873

649-3222
565-5143
565-9412

654-4288
289-6427
648-5030
565-7841

648-5030
225-6064
639-2383
654-4288
658-5825
566-3487

The Connecticut Fly Fishermen's Association,
Inc. is organized "To Preserve and Promote
the Pleasures and Tradition of Fly Fishing and
to Conserve Game-Fish Waters." CFFA
membership meetings are held on the second
Wednesday of each month, September
through May. Meetings are held at the
Veterans’ Memorial Clubhouse, Sunset Ridge
Drive, East Hartford, CT.

"Lines and Leaders" is the official publication
of the Connecticut Fly Fishermen’s
Association, Inc. and is distributed to its
membership and allies of conservation.
Business card ads may be placed at a cost of
$5 per ad or $40 for 9 months. CFFA
members may place for-sale or want ads of a
non-commercial  nature  without  charge.
Newsletter correspondence should be sent to
Lynn & Mike Stewart, 10 Bradley Brook,
North Granby, CT 06060. Change of address
notices should be sent to CFFA, P.O. Box
380260, Silver Lane, East Hartford, CT
06138-0268.
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